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DEI  redefines  mission  on  campus 


RACHEL  ADAMSON 

Campus  News  Editor  I  @rachadamsonn 

KEJI  AKINMOLADUN 

Chief  Reporter  I  @OluwatoyinKeji 

The  Northwest  Office  of  Diver¬ 
sity,  Equity  and  Inclusion  is  work¬ 
ing  to  redefine  its  mission  and  pur¬ 
pose  to  be  more  inclusive. 

Director  of  Diversity  and  Inclu¬ 
sion  Justin  Mallett  said  DEI  is  es¬ 
tablishing  what  it  should  look  like 
to  create  a  new  foundation. 

“I  think  that  (the  mission)  has 
been  lost  in  translation  across  cam¬ 
pus,  and  right  now,  what  we  are  do¬ 
ing  is  bringing  that  back  to  the  fore¬ 
front,”  Mallett  said.  “Once  that  is 
established,  then  I  think  the  insti¬ 
tution  can  then  take  steps  to  figure 
out  what  the  overall  infrastructure 
is  going  to  be.” 

After  DEI  reestablishes  its  mis¬ 
sion,  it  will  look  to  see  where  the 
need  for  possible  new  positions  is. 

DEI  has  four  filled  positions, 
one  position  being  interim  vice 
president.  The  DEI  equity  coordi¬ 
nator  position  has  been  vacant  since 
Gabrielle  Fields  left  Jan.  31. 


“Once  we  redefine  our  mission, 
redefine  some  terms,  create  a  foun¬ 
dation,  then  we  can  focus  on  how 
many  people  we  need  in  positions 
and  different  things  like  that,”  Mal¬ 
lett  said. 

The  original  setup  of  DEI  in¬ 
cluded  diversity,  accessibility  and 
Title  XI  and  Title  VI.  Mallett  said 
Title  IX  and  Title  VI  are  being  han¬ 
dled  by  the  University’s  legal  repre¬ 
sentative  Husch  Blackwell. 

Mallett  hosted  a  presentation 
April  8  with  faculty,  staff  and  the 
Maryville  community.  Mallett’s 
goal  was  to  “eliminate  the  old”  pro¬ 
cess  of  DEI. 

“We  don’t  want  to  use  the 
term  student  of  color  anymore  be¬ 
cause  of  the  way  it  is  portrayed 
here  on  this  campus,”  Mallett 
said.  “What  we  want  everyone  to 
start  using  is  underrepresented.” 

In  the  presentation,  Mallett  also 
addressed  why  underrepresented 
students  often  don’t  feel  welcome 
in  the  community. 

SEE  DEI  I  A5 


HAILEY  HOWARD  |  TOWER  YEARBOOK 

The  Director  of  Diversity  and  Inclusion  Justin  Mallett  speaks  at  a  forum  Aug. 
24.  DEI  is  working  reestablish  its  purpose  on  campus. 
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Sexual  Assault 
reported  in  Tower 
Suites 

A  sexual  assault  was  re¬ 
ported  April  15.  The  Univer¬ 
sity  Police  Department  gath¬ 
ers  that  the  sexual  assault 
happened  Jan.  12  inside  Tow¬ 
er  Suites  after  a  party. 

The  victim,  who  is  a 
Northwest  student,  knew  the 
offender.  University  Police 
Chief  Clarence  Green  said 
they  are  investigating. 

“We  are  providing  some 
resources  to  the  survivor  to 
make  sure  that  they  are  able 
to  recover  from  this  inci¬ 
dent,”  Green  said. 

The  victim  does  not 
know  if  they  want  to  go  for¬ 
ward  with  criminal  charges. 
Green  said  the  case  has  been 
given  to  the  University’s  Ti¬ 
tle  IX  office  for  further  inves¬ 
tigation. 

Green  said  the  suspect 
has  not  been  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  at  this  stage  in  the  inves¬ 
tigation.. 


AMANDA  WISTUBA  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Senior  Dominic  Gilliam  and  his  line  brothers  perform  at  their  Neophyte  Presentation  for  the  Iota  Theta  Chapter  of  Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity  Inc.  April  13. 


lota  Theta  holds  second  Neophyte  Presentation 


KEJI  AKINMOLADUN 

Chief  Reporter  I  @OluwatoyinKeji 

Family  and  friends  awaited  the 
arrival  of  the  new  members  of  the 
Iota  Theta  Chapter  of  Omega  Psi 
Phi  Fraternity  Inc.  April  12  at  Wa¬ 
bash  Park. 

The  Iota  Theta  Chapter  is  a  chap¬ 
ter  composed  of  three  schools  in¬ 
cluding  Northwest,  Missouri  West¬ 
ern  and  Truman  State  University. 

The  Neophyte  Presentation  in¬ 
troduced  five  new  members  to  the 
Iota  Theta  Chapter  of  Omega  Psi  Phi 
Fraternity  Inc.:  senior  Dominic  Gil¬ 
liam,  sophomore  Richard  Venerable, 
junior  Jeighlon  Cornell  (Missouri 
Western),  junior  Keyshawn  Young 
(Truman  State)  and  senior  Stanley 
Branch  (Missouri  Western). 

This  is  the  second  Neophyte 
Presentation  at  Northwest  for  the 
Iota  Theta  Chapter  since  being  re¬ 
instated.  The  chapter  was  dormant 
for  nearly  20  years  before  making  a 
comeback  spring  2017. 

The  Neophytes  wore  jumpsuits 
with  their  fraternity  letters  painted 
on  the  front  and  their  number  on  the 
back.  They  arrived,  along  with  their 
Prophytes,  at  Wabash  Park  on  top  of 
a  tan  Ford  Explorer. 

“You  have  to  stand  tall  to  be  a 
Que  Dog,”  the  Neophytes  chanted 
during  the  presentation. 


Iota  Theta  Chapter  of  Ome¬ 
ga  Psi  Phi  Fraternity  Inc.  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Missouri  Western  alum¬ 
nus  Donovan  Gilliam  is  known  as 
the  dean  of  the  new  members.  Don¬ 
ovan  Gilliam  said  it  was  a  struggle 
getting  to  where  they  are  now,  but 
he  was  impressed  with  how  every¬ 
thing  unfolded. 

“This  is  actually  microscopic  to 
the  actual  things  that  we  could  do, 
but  for  what  we  came  up  with,  I’m 
very  proud,”  Donovan  Gilliam  said. 
“I’m  going  to  love  my  fraternity  to 
the  day  I  die.  I’m  proud  of  these 
boys;  they  worked  hard.” 

Dominic  Gilliam,  the  younger 
brother  of  Donovan  Gilliam,  said  it’s 
surreal  that  his  brother  is  his  dean. 

“There  is  friendly  jokes  that  he’s 
two  years  older  than  me  in  real  life, 
and  he’s  two  years  older  than  me 
in  our  fraternity,”  Dominic  Gilliam 
said.  “We’ve  both  been  wanting  to 
do  it  (pledge  Omega  Psi  Phi  Frater¬ 
nity  Inc.)  for  years.  We  thought  we 
were  going  to  do  it  together  (but) 
that  didn’t  happen.  He’s  been  want¬ 
ing  to  do  it  since  high  school;  I’ve 
been  wanting  to  do  since  I’ve  got 
to  college.” 

Donovan  Gilliam  said  he  is 
thankful  for  everyone  who  came  to 
the  presentation  and  showed  sup¬ 
port. 


“I  love  my  black  community, 
overall  I  love  people  in  general,” 
Donovan  Gilliam  said.  “I  love  ev¬ 
erybody  that  came  out  here  and  sup¬ 
port  because  we  need  more  support 
out  here  with  the  black  communities 
and  organizations.  Black  power.” 

Venerable’s  father  is  a  member 
of  Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity  Inc., 
making  Venerable  a  legacy.  He  said 
his  father  has  taught  him  about  the 
fraternity  his  entire  life. 

“I  feel  that  my  father  has  been 
grooming  me  to  be  a  Que  my  whole 
life,  and  it  basically  helped  with 
many  battles  I’ve  faced  in  my  life,” 
Venerable  said.  “Getting  closer  and 
closer  every  day  to  being  welcomed 
into  the  fraternity,  I  definitely  found 
more  reason  to  why  I  wanted  to  be 
an  Omega  man.” 

Venerable  said  there  should  be 
other  reasons  why  someone  wants 
to  be  in  a  sorority  or  fraternity  not 
just  because  they’re  a  legacy  if  they 
are  one. 

“Being  a  legacy  is  not  the  only 
thing  you  should  take  to  heart  when 
becoming  a  Que  or  any  fraternity,” 
Venerable  said.  “It’s  really  finding 
something  in  yourself  that  really 
makes  you  want  to  do  it  and  what  is 
going  to  be  better  about  yourself.” 

SEE  IOTA  THETA  I  A5 


AMANDA  WISTUBA  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Junior  Jeighlon  Cornell  from  Truman  State  University  (behind)  shows  North¬ 
west  Sophomore  Richard  Venerable  (front)  where  to  throw  the  Que  sign. 
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France  natives  reflect  on  cathedral  fire 


THIERRY  MALLET  |  AP  PHOTO 

In  this  image  made  available  on  Tuesday,  April  16,  2019  flames  and  smoke  rise  from  the  blaze  at  Notre  Dame  cathedral  in  Paris,  Monday,  April  15,  2019. 
An  inferno  that  raged  through  Notre  Dame  Cathedral  for  more  than  12  hours  destroyed  its  spire  and  its  roof  but  spared  its  twin  medieval  bell  towers,  and 
a  frantic  rescue  effort  saved  the  monument’s  “most  precious  treasures,”  including  the  Crown  of  Thorns  purportedly  worn  by  Jesus,  officials  said  Tuesday. 


TUCKER  FRANKLIN 

Assistant  Sports  Editor  I  @thereal_tuckerf 

On  April  15,  850  years  of  histo¬ 
ry  and  a  symbol  of  global  Catholi¬ 
cism  went  up  in  flames  as  the  his¬ 
toric  Notre  Dame  Cathedral  was 
massively  devastated. 

Notre-Dame  de  Paris,  meaning 
“Our  Lady  of  Paris,”  is  considered 
to  be  the  pinnacle  of  French-Goth¬ 
ic  architecture  and  housed  impor¬ 
tant  Christian  artifacts  such  as  the 
Crown  of  Thorns  and  a  piece  of  the 
original  crucifix. 

The  fire  that  ravished  the  Paris 
cathedral  lasted  for  1 5  hours  while 
over  400  firefighters  contained  the 
blaze.  While  this  event  transpired 
away  from  Maryville,  its  impact 
was  felt  right  here. 

Northwest  tennis  graduate  as¬ 
sistant  Romain  Boissinot  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  France.  The  Le  Pellenn  na¬ 
tive  came  to  Northwest  to  play  ten¬ 
nis  in  2014  and  has  stayed  to  help 
tennis  coach  Mark  Rosewell  with 
the  team. 

Boissinot  explained  the  rele¬ 
vance  of  the  building  and  what  it 
means  to  him. 

“Notre  Dame  represents  the 
history  of  France;  this  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  monuments  in  the 
world,”  Boissinot  said.  “To  me, 
that  is  really  a  part  of  our  history 
that  burned.  Watching  it  from  afar 
is  a  weird  feeling;  it  increases,  even 
more,  the  sadness  as  I  am  not  in  my 
home  country  and  make  you  miss 
your  country  even  more.” 

Some  of  the  most  prominent 
features  of  the  ancient  building 
were  destroyed  during  the  blaze. 
The  central  spire,  that  was  built  in 
the  1 9th  century,  collapsed.  Along 
with  the  spire,  the  1 3th-century  oak 
roof,  commonly  referred  to  as  “the 
forest”  because  it  took  a  forest  to 
build,  was  also  turned  to  ashes. 

The  start  of  the  fire  was  de¬ 
scribed  by  officials  as  an  accident, 
and  they  do  not  believe  there  was 
any  malice  involved. 

Freshman  tennis  athlete  Lou¬ 
is  Compas,  like  Boissinot,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  France.  Compas  said  his  best 
memory  of  the  Cathedral  was  pass¬ 
ing  by  it  in  Paris  on  the  way  to  see 
his  sister  while  she  was  studying  in 
the  city.  During  the  hour  and  a  half 


drive,  Compas  remembered  being 
captivated  by  its  grandeur. 

“Notre  Dame  is  a  symbol  of 
France,”  Compas  said.  “It  repre¬ 
sents  the  history  and  the  legacy  of 
every  man  and  woman  who  lived 
on  this  land  before  and  created  this 
beautiful  country  I  grew  up  in.” 

When  tragedy  struck,  the  news 
moved  fast.  Compas  said  he  was 
in  contact  with  his  loved  ones  back 
in  France  when  he  heard  what  was 
happening. 

“It  was  terrible,”  Compas  said. 
“I  knew,  thanks  to  my  parents.  I 
was  talking  with  them  on  the  phone 
and  they  were  watching  the  news 
live.  They  were  shocked.  I  felt  re¬ 
ally  stunned  and  yet  very  connect¬ 
ed  to  the  event  and  extensively  to 
my  people.” 

Things  don’t  stop  for  the  ten¬ 


nis  team  as  the  men  will  be  in  action 
April  1 9  when  they  travel  to  Fulton 
for  a  non-conference  match  against 
William  Woods.  Boissinot  said  with 
the  tragedy  he  doesn’t  expect  it  to 
get  in  the  way  of  his  work. 

“I  don’t  think  it  will  affect  the 
way  I  work  with  the  team,”  Boissi¬ 
not  said.  “It  is  a  very  sad  event  but 
it  (won’t)  change  my  daily  life.” 

Firefighters  were  able  to  save  the 
iconic  bell  towers  that  were  made 
famous  in  Victor  Hugo’s  tale  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame”  along 
with  the  elaborate  stone  facade. 

With  so  many  people  discuss¬ 
ing  the  Notre  Dame  and  the  events 
that  took  place,  Boissinot  said  he 
wants  people  to  know  the  influence 
the  historical  structure  has. 

“The  main  thing  was  more  to 
explain  to  other  people  the  impor¬ 


tance  it  has  in  our  history  and  how 
long  Notre  Dame  has  been  there,” 
Boissinot  said. 

For  Compas,  this  event,  while 
devastating,  brought  out  a  sense  of 
pride  for  his  country  and  an  eerie 
familiar  feeling  of  the  past. 

“I  feel  like  we  always  con¬ 
nect  to  our  roots  in  the  darkest  mo¬ 
ments,”  Compas  said.  “I  felt  this 
sense  of  belonging  and  patriotism 
as  I  did  during  the  dreadful  terror¬ 
ist  attacks  of  2015  in  Paris.  It  is  a 
weird  feeling  to  describe;  the  de¬ 
struction  of  such  a  symbol  made 
me  feel  like  a  part  of  me  was  burn¬ 
ing  as  well.” 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  accident, 
teams  are  surveying  the  structural 
integrity  of  the  cathedral  and  will 
attempt  to  preserve  as  much  of  the 
building  as  they  can.  French  Interi¬ 


or  Minister  Christophe  Castaner  ex¬ 
plained  to  reporters  it  will  take  “days 
and  months”  to  repair  the  damages. 

French  President  Emmanuel 
Macron  has  said  he  wants  the  ca¬ 
thedral  rebuilt  in  five  years.  Mean¬ 
while,  there  have  already  been  mil¬ 
lions  of  private  donations  along 
with  10  million  euros  ($11.3  mil¬ 
lion)  from  Ile-de-France  and  50 
million  euros  ($56.45  million) 
from  Paris  City  Hall  for  rebuild¬ 
ing  efforts. 

“This  is  a  virtue  I  love  about  my 
country:  we  always  know  how  to 
rise  from  ashes  and  I  am  convinced 
we  will  restore  this  amazing  patri¬ 
mony  symbol  of  our  common  roots 
and  heritage,”  Compas  said. 


REGISTER  FOR  SUMMER  CLASSES 

AT  STLCC 

Register  today  for  summer  classes  at  STLCC.  STLCC  offers  a  variety 
of  transferable  summer  classes  at  all  four  campuses  and  online. 
Sessions  start  on  May  21  (3-week  and  11-week)  and  June  10  (6-week 
and  8-week).  Registration  is  now  open,  so  don’t  delay,  get  the 
classes  you  need  to  catch  up  or  get  ahead. 

lsTLCC.EDU/SUMIMER 
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Looking  for  males  and 
females  to  join  our  staff 
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Girls  in  Poland,  Maine. 
Positions  run  June  to 
August.  Apply  online  at 
www.tripplakecamp  .com 
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Professor  earns  Governor's  Award 


SAMANTHA  COLLISON 

Chief  Reporter  I  @SammieCollison 

As  students  with  hoodies  pulled 
low  over  their  eyes  and  coffees  in 
hand  file  into  a  computer  science 
lab  at  8  a.m.,  their  professor  enters 
with  spirits  high,  opening  his  lesson 
with  a  pun  about  pointers. 

Trying  to  make  the  best  of  a 
dreaded  early  morning  class,  Com¬ 
puter  Science  and  Information  Sys¬ 
tems  Associate  Professor  Michael 
Rogers’  students  are  a  tough  crowd, 
but  a  slide  featuring  a  Spongebob 
meme  gets  a  few  smirks  and  a  snort 
from  the  back  row. 

In  addition  to  always  trying 
to  engage  with  students,  Rog¬ 
ers  received  the  2019  Governor’s 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Educa¬ 
tion  for  his  contributions  to  the 
department’s  curriculum. 

According  to  a  Universi¬ 
ty  news  release,  the  Governor’s 
Award  is  given  annually  to  an  out¬ 
standing  four-year  university  fac¬ 
ulty  member. 

Rogers,  who  has  taught  at 
Northwest  for  10  years,  specializ¬ 
es  in  app  development,  game  devel¬ 
opment  and  virtual  and  augmented 
reality  technology. 

Department  Chair  of  Computer 
Science  and  Information  Systems 
Carol  Spradling  said  she  nominat¬ 
ed  Rogers  for  the  award  because  he 
is  adept  at  keeping  up  with  chang¬ 
ing  technology. 

Spradling  said  Rogers  brought 
new  technology  into  three  classes 
last  year,  as  well  as  attending  sev¬ 
eral  conferences,  paid  for  out  of 
his  own  pocket,  to  bring  industry 
knowledge  back  to  the  University. 

“We  are  constantly  updat¬ 
ing  our  courses,”  Spradling  said. 
“We’re  in  what  we  call  a  cutting- 

Missouri 

KATIE  STEVENSON 

Community  News  Editor  I  @KatieSStevenson 

The  Missouri  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  gave  initial  approval  to  a 
bill  that  would  allow  concealed  car¬ 
ry  of  firearms  on  college  campuses 
for  faculty  April  2. 

House  Bill  258  is  sponsored  by 
Rep.  Jered  Taylor  (R-Mo.)  along 
with  a  second  piece  of  legislation 
that  would  allow  students  to  carry 
on  college  campuses  as  well. 

“I  think  the  underlying  bill  is  a 
good  idea,  but  then  adding  my  le¬ 
galization,  my  amendment,  I  think 
makes  it  better,”  Taylor  said.  “It 
gives  not  only  faculty  and  staff 
but  now  it  also  allows  students  to 


edge  field,  but  Michael  (Rogers)  I 
define  as  on  the  bleeding  edge.  He’s 
ahead  of  everybody  else.” 

Rogers  introduced  app  devel¬ 
opment  courses  to  the  Universi¬ 
ty  several  years  ago,  and  he  said 
they  are  his  most  interesting  cours¬ 
es  to  teach. 

“I’m  teaching  an  independent 
study  in  watch  OS,  which  is  like 
the  operating  systems  for  the  Ap¬ 
ple  Watch,”  Rogers  said.  “So  that’s 
really  interesting  to  me  because 
there’s  all  these  subtle  variations 


carry  concealed  weapons  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses.” 

The  bill  would  only  apply  to 
people  who  have  a  concealed  car¬ 
ry  weapons  permit,  but  a  person 
who  has  a  permit  is  not  required 
to  carry. 

“It  is  not  requiring  anyone  to 
carry,  it  is  just  giving  them  the  op¬ 
portunity  if  they  so  choose  too  as 
long  as  they  are  law-abiding  citi¬ 
zens  and  they  go  through  the  train¬ 
ing,”  Taylor  said. 

Taylor  said  he  proposed  the  bill 
because  it  would  allow  students  to 
protect  themselves. 

“We  are  seeing  a  huge  increase 
in  sexual  assault  and  violent  crime 
on  college  campuses,  and  I  want  to 


between  the  iPhone  and  the  watch.” 

Rogers  said  while  what  he’s 
teaching  changes,  he  hopes  he 
never  stops  trying  to  entertain  stu¬ 
dents,  even  if  he  doesn’t  always 
get  a  laugh. 

“I  figure  people  should  be  hav¬ 
ing  a  good  time  while  they’re  learn¬ 
ing,”  Rogers  said.  “It  should  be  a  pos¬ 
itive  experience,  and  I  try  to  make  my 
classes  as  inviting  as  possible.” 

Rogers  said  he  hopes  his  students 
also  hold  onto  a  sense  of  curiosity. 

“I  hope  they  have  that  sense  of 


be  able  to  give  people  the  ability 
to  protect  themselves  in  those  sit¬ 
uations,”  Taylor  said.  “Fifteen  per¬ 
cent  of  women  are  being  raped  on 
campus,  and  it  is  a  God-given  and 
constitutionally  secured  right  to  de¬ 
fend  yourself  in  one  of  those  situa¬ 
tions,  so  I  want  to  give  students  the 
ability  to  do  that.” 

According  to  RAINN,  1 1 .2%  of 
all  college  students  experience  rape 
or  sexual  assault. 

According  to  the  Columbia 
Missourian,  during  the  debate  April 
2  Rep.  Tracy  McCreery  (D-Mo.) 
said  she  did  not  believe  the  bill 
would  create  a  safer  environment 
on  campuses.  She  said  she  also 
took  issue  with  the  idea  that  worn- 


joy  of  exploration  because  some¬ 
times  it  gets  beaten  out  of  people 
at  University,  and  that’s  a  shame,” 
Rogers  said.  “But  the  really  best 
students,  it’s  in  their  DNA,  and  they 
never  lose  it.” 

Rogers  said  his  most  curi¬ 
ous  students  end  up  teaching  him 
new  things  because  they’re  always 
bringing  new  technology,  websites 
and  ideas  to  him. 

While  flattered  by  the  award, 
Rogers  said  he  measures  success 
less  in  accolades  and  more  by  stu- 


en  would  have  guns  to  protect  them 
from  sexual  assault  as  most  cases 
involve  someone  the  victim  knows. 

Deb  Lavender  (D-Mo.)  echoed 
McCreery’s  statement  saying  guns 
would  not  stop  rapes. 

“If  you  want  to  stop  sexual  as¬ 
saults,  teach  boys  to  stop  assault¬ 
ing  women,”  Lavender  said  during 
the  debate. 

Taylor  said  he  hopes  this  bill 
will  cause  a  decrease  in  crime 
across  Missouri  college  campus¬ 
es  as  it  has  been  effective  in  oth¬ 
er  states. 

“Kansas  saw  a  60%  decrease  in 
violent  crimes  on  campus,  they’ve 
seen  an  overall  decrease  in  crimes 
in  general  on  their  campus,”  Tay- 


dent  growth  and  learning.  He  also 
said  he  hopes  that  his  influence  on 
the  curriculum  leaves  a  lasting  pos¬ 
itive  impact  on  the  University. 

“Every  one  of  us  just  gives  the 
curriculum  a  little  nudge,”  Rogers 
said.  “If  there  are  rocks  in  a  stream, 
every  molecule  of  water  that  goes 
by  has  no  effect,  but  collectively, 
the  rock  ends  up  being  smooth.  I 
think  that  all  of  us  contribute  some¬ 
thing  to  the  curriculum  to  make  it  a 
little  better.” 


lor  said.  “(In)  Texas  they’ve  seen 
similar  numbers  because  it  is  a  de¬ 
terrent  when  criminals  know  indi¬ 
viduals  are  able  to  stop  them  not  to 
commit  that  crime.” 

Taylor  said  he  believes  this  bill 
will  also  give  immediate  protec¬ 
tion  instead  of  individuals  having 
to  wait  for  emergency  responders. 

“Whereas  they  (criminals) 
know  that  they  can  go  into  other 
areas,  gun  free  zones,  that  there  is 
no  one  to  stop  them  until  law  en¬ 
forcement  arrives,  which  is  five, 
10,  12  minutes  away  on  average 
in  the  state  of  Missouri  when  your 
life  is  being  threatened  immediate¬ 
ly,”  Taylor  said. 
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OPINION 


OUR  VIEW: 

Guns  not  necessary  for  protection 


LEAH  BRUCE  I  NW  MISSOURIAN 


The  Missouri  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  has  passed  House  Bill 
258  which  allows  concealed  carry 
of  firearms  on  campus  for  faculty. 
Sponsor  of  the  bill  Rep.  Jered  Tay¬ 
lor  (R-Mo.)  is  adding  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  it  which  would  allow  stu¬ 
dents  the  same  rights,  stating  it’s  for 
their  safety. 

It  seems  more  like  a  meager  at¬ 
tempt  at  furthering  the  reach  of  the 
Second  Amendment  than  it  does 
for  the  protection  of  students  about 
to  be  sexually  assaulted.  Taylor  is 
using  the  success  of  the  approved 
bill  pertaining  to  faculty  to  pass  this 
amendment. 

The  number  of  reported  forc¬ 
ible  sex  offenses  increased  by  11% 
between  2015  and  2016  from  8,000 
to  8,900,  according  to  the  National 
Center  for  Education  Statistics. 

While  the  numbers  are  stagger¬ 
ing,  it  is  important  to  remember  the 
data  is  only  for  reported  crimes.  This 
means  the  increase  could  either  re¬ 
flect  an  actual  increase  in  forcible 
sex  crimes  or  an  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  actually  reported 
the  crime  when  it  occurred. 

The  social  climate  has  changed, 
especially  toward  victims.  With 
movements  like  #MeToo,  people 
are  better  educated  and  can  recog¬ 
nize  the  signs  of  an  unsafe  environ¬ 
ment  while  also  allowing  victims  a 
platform  for  their  voices  to  be  heard. 

Sexual  assaults  are  more  com¬ 
mon  on  college  campuses  due  to  the 
use  of  alcohol,  drugs,  peer  pressure 
and  the  ability  to  report  the  crime, 
according  to  the  Office  on  Wom¬ 
en’s  Health. 

Seven  out  of  10  sexual  assault 
cases  are  committed  by  someone 
the  victim  knows,  according  to  the 
Rape,  Abuse  and  Incest  National 
Network.  One  out  of  three  women 
will  experience  rape,  physical  vio¬ 
lence  or  stalking  by  an  intimate  part¬ 


ner  in  their  lifetime,  according  to  the 
National  Organization  for  Women 
New  York  City. 

The  crime  isn’t  typically  be¬ 
tween  strangers  where  a  person’s 
guard  is  up.  The  usual  case  revolves 
around  those  where  the  victim  is  un¬ 
willing  to  report,  much  less  fight 
their  partner.  That  emotional  con¬ 
nection  plays  more  of  a  factor  into 


whether  or  not  the  victims  would  be 
able  to  injure  or  kill  the  person  as¬ 
saulting  them. 

In  a  study  conducted  by  Califor¬ 
nia  State  University,  more  than  80% 
of  women  did  not  feel  safer  on  cam¬ 
pus  with  concealed  weapons,  did 
not  want  qualified  individuals  to  be 
able  to  carry  a  gun  on  campus,  and 
did  not  think  guns  would  endorse 


or  maintain  a  greater  sense  of  cam¬ 
pus  safety. 

Even  if  this  amendment  for  stu¬ 
dents  passes,  it  also  allows  the  same 
rights  to  sexual  assaulters  on  cam¬ 
pus.  It  does  not  discriminate. 

It’s  simply  nai've  to  believe  vic¬ 
tims  would  be  the  only  ones  bene¬ 
fiting  from  being  allowed  to  carry  a 
gun.  If  it  were  to  pass,  it  could  pos¬ 


sibly  aid  the  sexual  assaulter  against 
unsuspecting  students  who  can’t  af¬ 
ford  or  don’t  want  to  carry  weapons. 

Instead  of  trying  to  justify  col¬ 
lege  students  having  concealed 
weapons,  consider  taking  Deb  Lav- 
endar’s  (D-Mo.)  advice  from  the  de¬ 
bate  about  teaching  boys  to  stop  as¬ 
saulting  women. 


Native  American  history  needs  to  be  taught  accurately 


James  Christensen 

Opinion  Columnist 
@jameschris1 701 

As  students,  we  leam  about  the  is¬ 
sues  leading  to  the  Civil  War  and  the 
effects  of  the  Nazis  during  the  1930s 
and  1 940s.  Yet,  it  is  rare  to  leam  about 
Native  Americans  outside  of  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  Pilgrims  or  as  groups  that 
caused  conflict  in  the  American  West. 

Unfortunately,  the  portrayal  of 
Native  Americans  is  often  stereo¬ 
typical,  inaccurate  or  outdated. 

In  an  article  from  Pacific  Stan¬ 
dard,  Sarah  Shear,  a  professor  of  ed¬ 
ucation  at  Penn  State  University  dis¬ 
covered  that  state  standards  regard¬ 


ing  Native  Americans  only  view 
them  as  a  population  that  existed  be¬ 
fore  1900,  when  there  are  still  thriv¬ 
ing  Native  American  populations 
throughout  the  United  States. 

This  means  most  people  believe 
these  groups  no  longer  exist  even 
though  they  do,  mainly  in  places 
like  South  Dakota  and  Oklahoma. 
This  lack  of  education  allows  future 
Americans  to  continue  a  system  of 
suppression,  erasure  and  lack  of  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  from  the  history  books. 

The  study  of  Native  American 
history  allows  a  student  to  explore 
a  rich  and  complex  system  of  tra¬ 
ditions  that  have  been  established 
over  thousands  of  years.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  also  a  history  that  has  be¬ 
come  tainted  by  exploitation  of  Na¬ 
tive  American  populations  under  the 


system  of  settler  colonialism. 

Getting  American  college  stu¬ 
dents  to  grapple  with  the  complexi¬ 
ties  of  Native  American  history  is  one 
of  the  many  challenges  of  teaching 
in  21st-century  college  classrooms. 

Settler  colonialism  seeks  to  re¬ 
place  the  original  population  of  the 
colonized  territory  with  a  new  so¬ 
ciety  of  settlers.  Teaching  students 
about  this  form  of  colonization  is 
the  least  we  can  do,  not  only  as  ed¬ 
ucators  but  also  as  people  of  the 
Midwest  as  a  way  to  acknowledge 
what  happened  to  these  groups. 

This  is  further  exemplified  by 
the  fact  if  we  do  not  teach  students 
about  it,  it  is  like  we  as  a  society  are 
trying  to  erase  what  happened  and 
not  pay  reparations  to  what  our  an¬ 
cestors  did  to  the  Native  Americans. 

This  conversation  needs  to  be¬ 


gin  while  students  are  still  in  mid¬ 
dle  school  or  high  school  to  create 
these  foundations  so  college  profes¬ 
sors  can  go  further  in  depth  on  these 
topics.  While  there  are  some  institu¬ 
tions  that  do  provide  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  studies  as  a  major  or  minor,  a 
majority  of  institutions  only  have 
one  or  two  courses  that  even  address 
the  plight  of  the  Native  Americans. 

In  an  article  from  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  American  Historians,  Greg¬ 
ory  D.  Smithers  wrote  of  how  these 
state  standards  limited  the  education 
students  received  in  the  K- 12  system. 

“I’ve  lost  count  of  the  number 
of  students  who’ve  graduated  from 
public  schools  in  Virginia  and  ex¬ 
pressed  frustration  at  how  ‘standards 
of  learning’  rubrics  and  bureaucratic 
metrics  narrowed  their  high  school 
history  education,”  Smithers  said. 


“From  a  young  age,  these  students 
still  learn  that  ‘in  1492  Columbus 
sailed  the  ocean  blue’  and  sit  through 
simplistic  lessons  about  Squanto  and 
the  origins  of  Thanksgiving.” 

Smithers  went  on  to  elaborate 
on  how  this  generic  education  hin¬ 
ders  a  student’s  development  of 
critical  thinking  skills. 

This  might  count  as  ‘patriotic 
history,’  but  the  dumbing  down  of 
Native  American  history  in  K-12 
classrooms  leaves  students  ill-pre¬ 
pared  for  the  type  of  critical  think¬ 
ing  skills  needed  in  college  class¬ 
rooms  and,  in  the  long-term,  imper¬ 
ils,  rather  than  strengthens,  Amer¬ 
ican  democracy.”  Smithers  said. 
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Off  campus  recycling  should  be  easily  accessible 


Abbey  Hugo 

Copy  Editor 

@abbey_hugo 

Northwest  is  known  for  being 
green  in  more  than  one  way,  clear¬ 
ly  dedicating  itself  to  sustainability 
and  going  green  environmentally. 

Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  for  living  off  campus. 

A  second  place  finish  in  Recy- 
clemania,  a  recycling  competition 
between  600  universities,  multi¬ 
time  Missouri  Recycling  Award 
and  a  2017  American  Association 
of  State  Colleges  and  Universities 
Sustainability  and  Sustainable  De¬ 
velopment  Award  are  just  a  few  of 
the  green  badges  of  honor  North¬ 
west  holds,  according  to  the  North¬ 


west  Website  and  Sustainability 
Manual. 

Students  are  almost  never  more 
than  a  stone’s  throw  away  than 
those  handy  dandy  color-coordi¬ 
nated  recycling  bins.  With  those 
bins  seeming  more  convenient  than 
trash  cans  most  of  the  time,  it’s  al¬ 
most  harder  not  to  recycle  than  it  is 
to  recycle  while  living  on  campus. 

When  students  move  off  cam¬ 
pus,  it  becomes  far  more  difficult 
to  recycle.  In  turn,  it  is  no  longer  a 
priority  for  most  students. 

The  hassle  of  separating  their 
trash  and  delivering  it  to  the  recy¬ 
cling  center  or  towing  it  to  campus 
is  often  enough  to  dissuade  students 
from  even  trying. 

Honestly,  I  can’t  blame  them. 
Everyone  knows  the  weight  of  col¬ 
lege  student’s  laziness  far  exceeds 
that  of  any  polar  bear  that  may  die 


in  the  process. 

Not-so-surprisingly,  the  easier  a 
community  makes  it  to  recycle,  the 
more  likely  people  are  to  do  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  HowStuffWorks. 

Campus  gives  students  recy¬ 
cling  training  wheels,  which  stu¬ 
dents  grow  dependent  on  and  likely 
recycle  simply  out  of  convenience. 
When  in  the  community,  the  same 
measures  aren’t  taken  to  encourage 
students  to  recycle. 

But  with  a  few  simple  steps, 
the  city  of  Maryville  can  ease  the 
difficulty  of  recycling,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  ease  our  concerns  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  our  planet.  And  our  planet  is 
worth  that  additional  effort. 

The  most  needed  improvements 
are  access  to  curbside  recycling 
pickup  and  increased  numbers  of 
recycling  receptacles. 

Recycling  can’t  get  much  more 


convenient  than  putting  the  recy¬ 
cling  outside  and  then  having  it 
whisked  away.  If  recycling  servic¬ 
es  were  as  easy  to  sign-up  for  as 
garbage  services,  far  more  would 
be  interested.  Give  the  people  pick 
up,  and  the  recycling  will  come  — 
or  go,  in  this  instance. 

For  every  Dumpster  on  cam¬ 
pus,  there  is  a  recycling  recepta¬ 
cle  as  well.  If  the  same  were  true 
throughout  the  community,  the 
city’s  would  see  similar  results  and 
people  would  have  more  opportu¬ 
nities  to  recycle. 

If  more  accessible  places  exist¬ 
ed  for  students  who  dispose  of  their 
trash  while  in  apartments,  students 
would  literally  be  face  to  face  with 
the  decision  to  recycle  every  time 
they  took  out  their  trash. 

Northwest  takes  pride  in  its  re¬ 
cycling  efforts,  taking  every  op¬ 


portunity  to  boast  about  it,  shar¬ 
ing  an  open  sustainability  plan  and 
having  clear  markers  of  our  recy¬ 
cling  efforts  in  every  main  build¬ 
ing,  those  vibrant  trash  sorting  sta¬ 
tions  namely. 

Students  should  take  pride  in 
Northwest’s  efforts  and  put  in  ef¬ 
fort  worthy  of  pride  themselves. 
The  same  goes  for  Maryville. 

While  Northwest  “green”  is 
constantly  staring  students  in  the 
face  on  campus,  off  campus,  it  is 
out  of  sight,  out  of  mind. 

Admittedly,  additional  recy¬ 
cling  services  can  be  costly,  but 
awareness,  generally,  is  not. 

Additional  recycling  promo¬ 
tion  and  education  throughout  town 
could  do  wonders  to  plant  the  seed 
of  recycling  in  minds  of  students  no 
longer  as  immersed  in  Northwest’s 
on-campus  green  culture. 
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RED  SAND  PROJECT:  Students  gathered  in  front  of  the  J.W.  Jones  Student  Union  to  participate  in  a  Red  Sand  Project  event  hosted  by  Student  Senate  and  UNICEF  April  17.  Humanities  and 
social  sciences  professor  Elyssa  Ford  and  Green  Dot  Coordinator  Danielle  Koonce  gave  speeches  before  pouring  sand.  Small  groups  split  up  across  campus,  filling  sidewalk  cracks  with  red  sand 
to  bring  awareness  to  the  40.3  million  people  across  the  world  living  in  slavery.  Just  like  the  sidewalk  cracks,  these  populations  are  often  overlooked. 


SENATE  APPROPRIATIONS 


Student  Senate  appropriated  $575  to  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon 
Student  Senate  appropriated  $1,500  to  International  Student  Organization 

Student  Senate  donated  $3,000  to  UNICEF 


Police  blotters  for  the  week  of  April  18 


Maryville  Public  Safety 

April  4 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  harassment  at  the  200 
block  of  West  Twelfth  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to 
Mikhail  Smith,  22,  from  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Missouri,  for  wanted  on 
warrant  and  failure  to  appear  at 
the  400  block  of  North  Market 
Street. 

April  5 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  failure  to  return  rental 
property  at  the  2200  block  of 
South  Main  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Ju¬ 
lian  Parras,  19,  from  Raymore, 
Missouri,  for  minor  in  posses¬ 
sion  at  the  300  block  of  North 
Market  Street. 

April  6 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Mi¬ 
chael  Coleman,  23,  for  per¬ 
mitting  a  peace  disturbance  at 
the  200  block  of  West  Second 
Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to 
Colton  Downing,  22,  for  per¬ 
mitting  a  peace  disturbance  at 
the  200  block  of  West  Second 
Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Seth 
Dewald,  22,  for  permitting  a 
peace  disturbance  at  the  200 
block  of  West  Second  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Sene- 
que  Goldner,  22,  for  permitting 
a  peace  disturbance  at  the  200 
block  of  West  Second  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to 
Colton  Downing,  22,  for  want¬ 
ed  on  warrant  and  failure  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  400  block  of  North 


Market  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Ge- 
hard  Hansen,  19,  for  minor  in 
possession  and  disorderly  con¬ 
duct  at  the  600  block  of  North 
Mulberry  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Al¬ 
lison  Vanvactor,  21,  for  disor¬ 
derly  conduct  at  the  800  block 
of  North  Walnut  Street. 

April  8 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  property  damage  at  the 
400  block  of  West  Grant  Street. 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  larceny  at  the  500  block 
of  East  Seventh  Street. 

April  9 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  larceny  at  the  300  block 
Larry  Lane. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Sha- 
hana  Hall,  27,  for  not  having  a 
valid  driver's  licenses  at  the  900 
block  of  North  Market  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Timo¬ 
thy  Booth,  24,  for  not  having  a 
valid  driver's  licenses  at  the  300 
block  of  West  First  Street. 

April  10 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Jo¬ 
seph  Everhart,  28,  for  wanted 
on  warrant  and  failure  to  appear 
at  the  400  block  of  North  Mar¬ 
ket  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Chris¬ 
topher  Holder,  22,  for  wanted 
on  warrant  and  failure  to  appear 
at  the  400  block  of  North  Mar¬ 
ket  Street. 

April  11 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 


tion  for  recovered  property  at 
the  300  block  of  East  Davison 
Square. 

April  12 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  fraud  at  the  1 100  block 
of  North  College  Drive. 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  lost  or  stolen  property 
at  the  200  block  of  West  Sec¬ 
ond  Street. 

Northwest  Missouri 
State  University 
Police  Department 

April  4 

There  is  an  open  investigation 
for  stealing  at  Millikan  Hall. 

April  10 

There  was  a  closed  investiga¬ 
tion  for  property  damage  at  Lot 
44. 

There  is  an  open  investigation 
for  stealing  at  the  Foster  Fitness 
Center. 

April  12 

There  is  an  open  investigation 
for  property  damage  at  Millikan 
Hall. 

There  was  a  closed  investiga¬ 
tion  for  liquor  law  violation  on 
Eight  Street. 

April  13 

There  was  a  closed  investiga¬ 
tion  for  four  liquor  law  viola¬ 
tions  at  Lot  9. 

April  15 

There  is  an  open  investiga¬ 
tion  for  sexual  assault  at  Tower 
Suites. 


DEI 

CONTINUED  FROM  A1 

Mallett  said  Northwest  does 
a  good  job  promoting  the  success 
of  underrepresented  students  but 
needs  to  work  on  including  under¬ 
represented  students. 

“I  think,  as  an  institution,  we 
have  to  do  a  better  job  of  expos¬ 
ing  our  underrepresented  students 
to  things  that  they  may  not  be  ac¬ 
customed  to  seeing  or  they  may  not 
be  accustomed  to  taking  part  in,” 
Mallett  said. 

When  Mallett  was  in  college,  he 
and  his  roommate  took  trips  to  each 
others  hometowns  to  experience 
each  other’s  cultural  background. 

“I  learned  a  lot,”  Mallett  said. 
“Cross-cultural  learning  can  hap¬ 
pen;  we  just  have  to  be  willing  to 
want  it  to  happen.” 

Librarian  Carolyn  Johnson  at¬ 
tended  the  presentation  because 
she  is  the  Community  Connections 
group  leader. 

“I  think  it  was  really  great  be¬ 
cause  he  was  defining  the  differ¬ 
ence  moving  from  diversity  on 
campus  to  inclusion,  which  means 
more  of  everyone  belongs,”  John¬ 
son  said.  “We’re  all  just  here  to 
learn,  try  and  respect  each  other.” 

Mallett  said  the  main  thing  he 
wanted  people  to  take  away  from  the 
presentation  is  that  DEI  does  more 
than  just  working  with  underrepre¬ 
sented  students.  Its  main  goal  is  to 
encourage  cross-cultural  learning. 

“It  is  not  the  job  of  underrep¬ 
resented  students  to  help  major¬ 
ity  students  understand  the  cul¬ 
tural  things  of  a  certain  ethnic 
group  or  a  certain  identity,”  Mal¬ 
lett  said.  “We  put  on  programs 
throughout  the  year  to  allow  our 
students  to  learn.  We  want  stu¬ 
dents  to  feel  comfortable  enough 
to  let  their  guard  down  to  attend 
the  programming.” 


IOTA  THETA 

CONTINUED  FROM  A1 

“Performing  in  front  of  every¬ 
body  (and)  doing  something  that  I 
will  love  to  do,  in  the  future,  it  re¬ 
ally  was  just  relieving,”  Venerable 
said.  “Having  my  parents  there,  it 
was  probably  really  emotional  for 
me.  I  might  have  not  shown  it,  but 
I  definitely  felt  it.” 

Women  from  different  chapters 
of  Delta  Sigma  Theta  Sorority  Inc., 
the  sister  sorority  of  Omega  Psi  Phi 
Fraternity  Incorporated. 

Nu  Gamma  President  of  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  Sorority  Inc.  senior 
N’Ninah  Freelon  said  she  is  hap¬ 
py  to  see  the  fraternity  is  continu¬ 
ing  to  grow. 

“The  Iota  Theta  Chapter  of 
Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity  Inc.  I 
feel  like  it’s  great  to  be  able  to  see 
that  they  have  growing  numbers,” 
Freelon  said.  “I  just  hope  they  can 
continue  with  their  presence  on  this 
campus  and  continue  growing.” 

Iota  Theta  Chapter  of  Omega 
Psi  Phi  Fraternity  Inc.  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident  Emmai  Brown  Jr.  said  he 
couldn’t  wait  for  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  to  be  announced  to  the  campus. 

“It  was  something  I’ve  been  ex¬ 
cited  about  all  semester  because  I 
knew  it  was  coming  to  see  that  they 
were  finally  revealed,”  Brown  said. 
“It  brought  a  lot  of  pride  and  joy  to 
see  that  the  numbers  in  our  chap¬ 
ters  were  growing.” 

Brown  said  they  had  a  variety 
of  people  come  to  the  presentation, 
and  it  wasn’t  what  he  anticipated. 

“The  turnout  of  the  presentation 
was  more  than  I  expected  because 
we’ve  had  fraternity  brothers  from 
all  over  the  state  and  Iowa  come  out,” 
Brown  said.  “We’ve  also  had  differ¬ 
ent  sororities  from  all  over  come  to 
watch  our  boys  presentation  that  def¬ 
initely  made  everything  worthwhile.” 
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The  Adventures  of  Mr.  Science  and  Jeffrey 


HOROSCOPE 


By  MetroCreative 


ARIES  -  Mar  21/Apr  20 

Aries,  take  a  few  tentative  steps 
forward  first  before  diving 
wholeheartedly  into  a  situation. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  test  the  waters 
on  any  big  project  before  fully 
submerging. 


LIBRA -Sept  23/Oct  23 

Libra,  it’s  only  been  a  few  months 
but  you  are  on  track  to  meet  long¬ 
term  goals.  Keep  up  the  good 
work  and  don’t  be  surprised  when 
others  notice  and  acknowledge 
your  progress. 


TAURUS  -  Apr  21/May  21 

Taurus,  don’t  abandon  caring  for 
yourself  if  your  to-do  list  is  a  mile 
long.  Figure  out  a  way  to  devote 
some  attention  to  yourself  and 
reap  the  rewards. 

GEMINI  -  May  22/Jun  21 

Gemini,  a  new  outlook  can  help 
you  overcome  a  problem  that’s 
puzzled  you.  Shift  your  percep¬ 
tive  for  a  bit,  or  even  embrace 
some  distractions  to  clear  your 
mind. 

CANCER  -  Jun  22/Jul  22 

Powerful  connections  seem  to  be 
turning  up  in  all  you  do  lately, 
Cancer.  These  influential  people 
can  help  you  in  your  career  or 
personal  life  if  you  play  the  right 
hand. 


SCORPIO  -  Oct  24/Nov  22 

Everyone  wants  a  piece  of  you 
this  week,  Scorpio.  You  might  feel 
like  you’re  getting  pulled  in  a  mil¬ 
lion  different  directions.  Embrace 
this,  but  make  sure  you  don’t  get 
swept  away. 

SAGITTARIUS  -  Nov  23/Dec 
21 

Sagittarius,  without  an  efficient 
system  in  place,  you  may  seem 
like  you’re  spinning  in  too  many 
directions.  You  might  need  to 
outsource  some  work. 

CAPRICORN  -  Dec  22/Jan  20 

The  truth  shall  set  you  free, 
Capricorn.  It  could  take  a  while  to 
get  to  the  heart  of  the  matter,  but 
all  of  your  effort  will  prove  well 
worth  it  in  the  long  run. 


LEO-Jul  23/Aug  23 

Don’t  apologize  for  putting  your¬ 
self  first  this  week,  Leo.  People 
will  respect  you  more  when  you 
set  clear  boundaries  and  are  forth¬ 
coming  in  your  interactions. 

VIRGO  -  Aug  24/Sept  22 

Honesty  is  one  of  your  foremost 
qualities,  Virgo.  Others  appreci¬ 
ate  this  and  will  look  to  you  for 
guidance.  Express  your  thoughts 
while  keeping  others  in  mind. 


AQUARIUS  -  Jan  21/Feb  18 

Aquarius,  try  new  things  and 
embrace  activities  even  if  it  means 
going  out  of  your  comfort  zone. 

It  can  be  scary  to  break  out  of 
routine,  but  you’ll  be  glad  once 
you  do. 

PISCES  -  Feb  19/Mar  20 

Pisces,  find  a  way  to  unwind  in 
the  days  ahead.  A  hectic  schedule 
is  just  about  to  clear  up,  and  you 
have  earned  some  much-needed 
rest  and  relaxation. 


SUDOKU 


By  MetroCreative 
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Level:  Intermediate 


Last  Week  s  Solutions 
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CROSSWORD 


By  MetroCreative 


CLUES ACROSS 

I .  A  way  to  wound 

5 .  Hormone  secreted  by  the 
pituitary  gland  (abbr.)8.  Shows 
the  world 

II.  Decided 

13.  Indigenous  person  of  NE 
Thailand 

14.  Dough  made  from  corn 
flour 

15.  Honors 

16.  Political  commentator 
Coulter 

17.  Expresses  pleasure 

18.  Heavy  clubs 

20 .  Defunct  phone  company 

21 .  Algonquian  language 

22.  Salts 

25 .  Act  of  the  bank 

30.  Danced 

3 1 .  Drummer  Weinberg 

32.  Small  goose 

33 .  Helps  evade 

38.  Certified  public  accountant 

41 .  Periods  of  time 

43.  Kids’  book  character 

45 .  Type  of  beer 

47.  Ancient  kingdom  near 

Dead  Sea 

49.  A  way  to  attack 

50.  Talk  radio  personality 
Margery 

55 .  Whale  ship  captain 

56.  Request 

57.  Large  underground  railsta- 
tion  in  Paris 

59. BBQ  dish 

60.  No  (Scottish) 

61.  Jewish  spiritual  leader 

62.  Tool  used  to  harvest  agave 

63 .  Explosive 

64.  A  reward  (archaic) 

CLUES  DOWN 

1 .  One  thousand  cubic  feet 
(abbr.) 

2.  Polite  interruption  sound 

3 .  Extremely  small  amount 


4.  Very  short  period  of  time  (abbr.) 

36.  Where  golfers  begin 

5 .  Fires  have  them 

37.  Soviet  Socialist  Republic 

6.  Sacred  place 

39.  Represented  as  walking  (animal) 

7.  Island  capital 

40.  Craftsman 

8 .  Volcanic  craters 

41 .  Unit  of  force  (abbr.) 

9.  Arthur _ ,  Wimbledon  champion 

42.  Dueling  sword 

10.  Bullfighting  maneuver 

44.  Houston  hoopster 

12.  Midway  between  east  and  southeast 

45 .  Stone  building  at  Mecca 

14.  A  ceremonial  staff 

46. _ and  flows 

19.  Cheap  prices 

47.  “Beastmaster”  actor  Singer 

23 .  North  Atlantic  fish 

48 .  American  state 

24.  Oil  company 

5 1 .  Swiss  river 

25.  A  federally  chartered  savings  bank 

52.  U.S.  island  territory 

26.  Paddle 

53.  German  physicist 

27.  Where  UK  soldiers  train 

54.  One  point  east  of  northeast 

28 .  One  point  north  of  due  east 

58.  Get  free  of 

29.  Attention-getting 

34.  Ballplayer’s  tool 

35.  Sun  up  in  New  York 
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AMANDA  WISTUBA  I  NW  MISSOURIAN 
Game  of  Thrones  writer  and  creator  George  R.R.  Martin  based  many  plot 


AMANDA  WISTUBA  I  NW  MISSOURIAN 

The  most  watched  episode  of  Game  of  Thrones  is  “Mother’s  Mercy”  according  to  Forbes.  The  most  memorable 


nTN 


o 


s'* 


points  on  different  events  in  history  such  as  the  War  of  Roses. 


moment  was  Queen  Cersi’s  walk  of  shame,  where  she  walked  the  kingdom’s  capital  naked. 


Hit  series  sparks  fan  theories 


CORIE  HERTZOG 

A&E  Editor  I  @CoffeeGilmore97 

Thousands  of  people  huddled 
around  screens  as  the  steady  rhythm 
of  drums  and  horns  signaled  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  end.  Winter  has  ar¬ 
rived  with  dragons  in  tow. 

“Game  of  Thrones”  dominated 
media  April  14  as  the  series  debuted 
the  premiere  of  its  final  season. 

Based  off  the  book  series  of  the 
same  title,  written  by  George  R.  R. 
Martin,  the  show  rocked  the  enter¬ 
tainment  world  and  skyrocketed 
the  acting  careers  of  dozens.  Each 
season  averages  6.5  million  view¬ 
ers  according  to  Statista. 

The  show  began  April  17, 2011, 
and  captivated  viewers  with  its 
graphic  gore,  violence  and  nudi¬ 
ty,  all  packed  into  episodes  with 
run  times  that  last  close  to  an  hour. 

There  is  a  reason  the  show 
coined  the  term  “sex  position”  as 
many  plot  points  are  made  as  char¬ 
acters  go  at  it  like  rabbits. 

Biomedical  science  junior  April 
James  said  the  grittiness  and  gore 
add  to  the  show’s  appeal. 

“I  think  it’s  influenced  TV  to  be 
more  daring,”  James  said.  “They 
show  some  dark  stuff.  Like  they 
show  the  deaths  and  blood.  They 
don’t  shy  away  from  showing  us 


what  people  would  do  to  protect 
their  families.  They  show  us  how 
dark  and  twisted  a  person  can  be.” 

“Game  of  Thrones”  has  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  characters  all  fighting  for 
control  of  the  Iron  Throne  and  the 
right  to  rule  the  fictional  world  of 
Westeros.  There  are  a  few  fami¬ 
lies  who  the  show  focuses  on  more 
than  the  most:  Houses  Starks,  Lan- 
nister,  Baratheon,  Targaryen,  Grey- 
joys,  Tyrell  and  the  Night’s  Watch. 
However,  quite  a  few  members  of 
these  families  don’t  make  it  past 
season  one. 

Computer  science  junior  Con¬ 
nor  Beshears  enjoys  the  shock  value. 

“It’s  crazy  how  there  is  a  lack 
of  general  concern  for  people  you 
think  will  be  series  long  charac¬ 
ters,”  Beshears  said.  “George  has 
no  problem  just  killing  them  off.” 

So  many  characters  have  died 
that  one  of  the  more  popular  phras¬ 
es  of  the  show  is  “Valar  morghu- 
lis”  which  translates  to  “all  men 
must  die.” 

No  character  has  appeared  in 
every  single  episode  of  the  series. 

While  some  speculate  the  main 
character  is  Jon  Snow,  played  by 
Kit  Harington,  or  Daenerys  Tar¬ 
garyen,  played  by  Emilia  Clarke, 
statistics  show  it’s  another  fan  fa¬ 
vorite.  According  to  researchers 


Andrew  J.  Beveridge  and  Jie  Shan, 
the  main  character  is  Tyrion  Lan- 
nister,  played  by  Peter  Dinklage. 

“Game  of  Thrones”  has  influ¬ 
enced  much  of  pop  culture.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Guardian,  “Game  of 
Thrones”  is  “referenced  throughout 
pop  culture,  celebrated  at  fan  conven¬ 
tions,  inspiring  everything  from  pop¬ 
up  bars  to  a  live  concert  experience.” 

The  popular  language  learn¬ 
ing  app  DuoLingo  even  offers  the 
show’s  fictitious  language,  High 
Valyrian,  for  fans  to  learn. 

While  the  show  is  coming  to  an 
end  in  its  eighth  season,  Martin  told 
IGN  that  it  would  need  at  least  an¬ 
other  five  seasons  to  stay  truthful  to 
his  books.  However,  he  did  say  the 
end  of  the  show  will  be  as  close  to 
the  books  as  possible. 

“I  don’t  think  Dan  and  Dave’s 
(the  creators  of  the  show)  ending 
is  going  to  be  that  different  from 
my  ending  because  of  the  conver¬ 
sations  we  did  have,”  Martin  said. 
“But  they  may  be  on  certain  sec¬ 
ondary  characters,  there  may  be  big 
differences,  there’s  no  way  to  get  in 
all  the  detail,  all  the  minor  charac¬ 
ters,  all  the  secondary  characters.” 

This  has  led  many  to  speculate 
who  will  win  the  throne. 

Erik  Kain,  a  contributor  to 
Forbes,  gathered  eight  possibili¬ 


ties.  The  first  is  that  no  one  will 
gain  the  throne. 

“It  will  be  nobody,”  Kain  said. 
“That’s  my  guess.” 

Kain  roots  this  theory  in  a 
quote  from  the  Mother  of  Drag¬ 
ons,  Daenerys. 

“At  one  point  during  a  conver¬ 
sation  between  Dany  and  Tyrion  in 
the  season  six  finale,  Daenerys  says 
something  that  I  think  we  should  all 
pay  heed  to,”  Kain  said.  “‘Lannis- 
ter,  Targaryen,  Baratheon,  Stark, 
Tyrell  —  they’re  all  just  spokes  on 
a  wheel.  This  one  is  on  top,  then 
that  one’s  on  top  and  on  and  on,  it 
spins  crushing  those  on  the  ground. 
...  I’m  not  going  to  stop  the  wheel; 
I’m  going  to  break  the  wheel.” 

Beshears  agreed  with  the 
statement. 

“I  don’t  think  anyone  will  be 
sitting  on  the  throne  by  the  end  of 
this  thing,”  Beshears  said. 

Another  theory  is  that  Jon  Snow 
and  Daenerys  will  not  get  their 
“happily  ever  after.” 

James  thinks  it’ll  be  because 
one  of  them  will  die. 

“I  want  Jon  or  Daenerys  to  get 
it,  but  I  think  they  are  going  to  kill 
one  off  and  the  other  has  to  rule 
without  the  other,”  James  said. 

Kain  doesn’t  think  it’ll  be  due 
to  another  shocking  death,  but  rath¬ 


er,  and  spoiler  alert,  because  they 
discover  they  are  related. 

“It’s  entirely  possible  that  Dany 
won’t  care  that  she  and  Jon  Snow 
are  related,”  Kain  said.  “The  Tar- 
garyens  never  really  did  mind  the 
whole  incest  thing.  But  I  do  think 
she’ll  be  upset  when  she  discovers 
that  Jon  is  actually  next  in  line  for 
the  Iron  Throne.  . . .  Jon,  on  the  oth¬ 
er  hand,  is  more  Stark  than  Targary¬ 
en.  ...  I  don’t  think  he’ll  be  at  all 
okay  to  learn  that  the  woman  he’s 
just  begun  sleeping  with  is  a  close 
blood  relative.” 

Other  predictions  include  the 
death  of  all  the  dragons;  Jaime  will 
kill  Cersei;  a  long-awaited  show¬ 
down  between  the  brothers;  The 
Hound  and  The  Mountain;  and  in¬ 
spiring  the  Martin  to  write. 

A  bit  of  an  inside  joke  among 
“Game  of  Thrones”  fans,  Martin  is 
notorious  for  procrastinating  on  fin¬ 
ishing  the  story. 

“If  I  were  Martin,  and  I  saw  the 
TV  show  lap  my  books,  I’d  be  in¬ 
spired  to  write  more  and  write  fast¬ 
er,”  Kain  said.  “If  I  saw  my  great¬ 
est  work  finished  before  I  finished 
it,  with  an  ending  that  wasn’t  real¬ 
ly  the  ending  I  planned,  I’d  want  to 
set  the  record  straight.” 
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HERO  celebrates  trans  awareness 


ANGEL  TRINH 

A&E  Reporter  I  @acuteanglewrite 

Music,  laughter  and  chatter 
echoed  from  students  sitting  in  a 
circle  sharing  personal  stories  in 
celebration  of  transgender  people. 

Helping  Everyone  Regardless 
of  Orientation  hosted  its  second 
annual  event  for  Transgender  Day 
of  Visibility  by  exhibiting  art,  mu¬ 
sic  and  poetry  by  transgender  stu¬ 
dents  at  Northwest  and  local  artists 
April  10  in  the  living  room  of  the 
J.W.  Jones  Student  Union. 

HERO  Vice  President,  sopho¬ 
more  Simon  Hamilton,  and  activ¬ 
ities  coordinator,  freshman  Noah 
Wolfe,  started  planning  and  orga¬ 
nizing  the  event  in  February. 

The  International  Transgender 
Day  of  Visibility  was  March  3 1 ,  but 
the  event  couldn’t  take  place  earli¬ 
er  due  to  spring  break. 

Hamilton  wanted  the  event  to 
raise  awareness  about  trans  people. 

“Not  a  lot  of  people  necessarily 
know  who  trans  people  are  or  even 
know  any  trans  people,”  Hamilton 
said.  “Trans  people  exist  all  around 
you.  You  see  them  day  to  day. . . .  It’s 
just  to  show  off  that  trans  people  ex¬ 


ist,  and  they  make  wonderful  things.” 

The  artwork  was  shown  physi¬ 
cally  on  tables  and  through  multiple 
slideshows  set  up  around  the  room  on 
various  laptops.  There  were  two  tri¬ 
fold  poster  boards  displaying  poetry. 
Music  by  Against  Me!,  Left  at  Lon¬ 
don  and  other  trans  musicians  played 
in  the  background  during  the  event. 

Most  of  the  displayed  art  was  cre¬ 
ated  by  Northwest  students.  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  Wolfe  reached  out  to  HERO 
members,  their  friends  and  the  art  de¬ 
partment  to  find  artwork  to  showcase. 
They  also  contacted  LGBT  groups  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  other  art¬ 
ists  that  publish  their  work  online. 

Hamilton  hoped  to  educate 
people  on  the  correct  terminology 
to  use  with  trans  people  and  other 
members  of  the  LGBT  community. 

“(We’re)  just  informing  people 
and  making  them  more  knowledge¬ 
able  of  our  existence,”  Hamilton  said. 
“A  lot  of  people  will  say  rude  terms, 
and  they  won’t  even  realize  it  be¬ 
cause  that’s  kind  of  the  norm.  There 
isn’t  as  much  awareness  for  it.” 
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Sophomore  Simon  Hamilton  explains  drawings  to  Noah  Wolfe  during  Hero’s  Trans  Day  of  Visibility. 


THE  STROLLER: 

Your  Bearcat  wants  you  to  stop 
complaining  about  old  problems 


Tribute  to  the  Ladies 
honors  Northwest 
women  through  dinner 


Bearcats,  let’s  be  honest;  we  all 
have  that  one  friend  who  just  won’t 
shut  up  about  the  same  problems.  If 
I  have  to  hear  one  more  time  about 
how  your  roommate  puts  the  toilet 
paper  on  backwards,  I  don’t  think 
we  can  have  lunch  anymore. 

Constantly  complaining  about 
the  same  problems  doesn’t  help  fix 
them;  either  do  something  or  talk 
off  someone  else’s  ear. 

Look,  I  love  the  developing  sto¬ 
ry  about  how  your  ex’s  life  keeps 
getting  worse  and  how  your  teach¬ 
er  keeps  on  saying  the  word  “pen¬ 


guin”  wrong,  but  once  I  hear  the 
same  story  20  times  in  a  month,  I 
might  actually  tell  you  to  shut  up. 

We  all  have  problems  but  don’t 
become  problematic. 

Why  haven’t  you  heard  me  com¬ 
plain  about  this  before,  you  ask?  You 
completely  bulldoze  over  me. 

You  walk  into  a  room  with  the 
“tea”  but  it’s  the  same  sweet  tea 
from  McDonald’s  you  left  in  your 
car  last  week.  It’s  the  same,  watered 
down  version  you’ve  been  spew¬ 
ing  all  week  and  it’s  gotten  bland.  I 
want  something  sweet  or  spicy,  not 


something  bitter. 

This  spring,  don’t  just  clean 
your  room  or  your  car,  clean  up 
your  attitude  about  life.  It’s  almost 
summer  and  your  annoying  room¬ 
mate  is  going  to  move  out. 

Switch  around  the  toilet  paper 
roll  and  date  someone  new.  I  can’t 
wait  to  hear  about  your  new  trou¬ 
bles  or  newfound  bliss. 

The  Stroller  has  been  a 
tradition  since  1918  and  does  not 
reflect  the  views  of  The  Northwest 
Missourian. 
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An  enlightening  atmosphere 
surrounded  by  laughter  and  ap¬ 
plause  filled  the  room  with  a  heart¬ 
warming  engagement  for  the  ladies. 

The  Minority  Men’s  Organiza¬ 
tion  hosted  its  annual  Tribute  to  the 
Ladies  event  April  14  in  the  J.W. 
Jones  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Tribute  to  the  Ladies  is  an  event 
that  celebrates  the  ladies  at  North¬ 
west,  with  special  talent  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  gentleman  on  cam¬ 
pus.  Ladies  had  free  admission  and 
men  paid  $7  for  entry,  with  the  la¬ 
dies  being  escorted  from  the  door 
to  their  seats  the  entire  night. 

President  of  the  MMO  Arlondo 
Watson  said  it’s  important  to  appre¬ 
ciate  women  in  society. 

“There  is  so  much  commotion 
taking  place  that  some  people  tend 
to  forget  their  worth  or  value  to  the 
world,  and  we  make  it  our  duty  as 
men  to  ensure  their  pride  still  re¬ 
mains  high,”  Watson  said.  “We 
think  highly  of  women  because 
without  them,  who  are  we?”. 

Senior  David  Anzures  has  been 
trying  to  attend  this  event  since  his 
freshman  year  but  never  found  the 
time  until  this  year. 

“It  was  definitely  worth  the  wait, 


and  I  love  how  this  event  highlights 
the  achievement  of  women  on  cam¬ 
pus,  especially  women  of  color,” 
Anzures  said.  “The  food  was  phe¬ 
nomenal,  and  I  loved  the  sense  of 
solidarity  and  energy  in  the  room.” 

The  event  also  included  perfor¬ 
mances  from  executive  board  mem¬ 
bers  showing  off  their  talents  such 
as  spoken  word  or  singing,  as  well 
as  hip-hop  and  rap  artists  from  the 
surrounding  area. 

Anzures  said  that  more  people 
should  attend  events  held  by  mul¬ 
ticultural  organizations. 

“Most  people  don’t  realize  that 
there  is  a  lot  of  interest  in  events  like 
this,  and  I  feel  like  the  majority  of  the 
population  on  campus  are  hesitant  to 
attend  events  held  by  multicultural 
organizations,  but  they  are  definitely 
missing  out,”  Anzures  said. 

The  organization  aims  to  en¬ 
sure  men  are  involved,  comfort¬ 
able  and  knowledgeable  in  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  University,  communi¬ 
ty  and  society. 

“We  have  hosted  other  events 
such  as  game  night,  movie  nights, 
open  discussions  and  communi¬ 
ty  service  projects  throughout  the 
community,”  Watson  said. 
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AUSTIN 

CONTINUED  FROM  A12 

“With  track,  I  felt  like  I  was  al¬ 
ways  gifted,”  Austin  said.  “In  high 
school,  I  wasn’t  really  good  at  it.  I 
never  really  tried,  and  I  never  cared, 
but  then  I  like,  ‘I  actually  do  want  to 
try  and  do  something  with  it,’  after 
watching  Usain  Bolt  and  stuff  like 
that.  I  felt  like  I  could  make  it  bigger 
with  track  than  I  could  with  football.” 

Austin’s  unrelenting  desire  to 
compete  has  been  nearly  too  strong 
at  times.  Masters,  who  is  in  his  first 
season  at  the  helm  for  Northwest 
track,  has  held  Austin  back  at  times 
at  practice  and  in  training  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  save  his  energy. 

“I  think  the  big  thing  is  Omar  was 
always  wanting  to  run  and  win  every 
rep  early  in  the  season,”  Masters  said. 
“Maybe  it  wasn’t  the  energy  system 
we  wanted  him  to  get  into,  so  I  had 
to  teach  him  how  to  understand  that 
going  at  a  certain  rep  at  a  little  slower 
pace  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  thing.” 

Over  the  course  of  both  the  in¬ 
door  and  outdoor  seasons,  Aus¬ 
tin  has  learned.  The  results  speak 
for  themselves.  The  Newark  native 
was  one  of  seven  Bearcats  to  quali¬ 
fy  for  the  NCAA  Indoor  Champion¬ 
ships  where  he  posted  an  All- Amer¬ 
ica  performance  after  finishing  the 
400-meter  race  with  a  time  of 47.70. 

“He’s  a  student  of  the  game,” 
Masters  said.  “He  loves  track.  He’s 
very  smart,  he’s  learned  a  ton  and 
you  see  it  coming  out  in  the  track 
with  his  performances.” 

As  much  as  Newark  has  driv¬ 
en  Austin’s  work  ethic  forward, 
his  biggest  motivator  isn’t  the  city 
he  grew  up  in,  nor  is  it  his  desire  to 
win.  It’s  his  family. 

Austin’s  mom,  a  track  athlete 
in  her  own  right,  encouraged  her 
son  to  pursue  the  sport  and  inspired 
him  each  day.  Growing  up,  Austin’s 


mother  raised  him  and  his  three 
younger  brothers  by  herself.  Aus¬ 
tin  said  his  mother  and  siblings  are 
what  push  him  each  day. 

“My  mom  is  like  my  hero,” 
Austin  said.  “Even  though  every¬ 
body  has  a  dad,  I  don’t  have  a  dad 
technically.  My  mom  played  the 
mom  and  the  dad  role,  and  she’s 
been  through  a  lot  and  sacrificed  a 
lot  for  me  to  be  where  I’m  at.  I  love 
her  a  lot  for  everything  she  does, 
and  I  told  her  I’m  going  to  make  it 
one  day  and  take  care  of  her.  And 
that’s  my  biggest  goal  now.” 

Austin’s  mom  and  his  siblings, 
who  he  said  he  serves  as  a  father 
figure  for,  are  the  reason  he  prac¬ 
tices  beyond  Masters’  demanding 
training  regime. 

They’re  the  reason  Austin  works 
so  diligently  on  perfecting  his  craft 
and  the  reason  he  wants  to  break  as 
many  program  records  as  he  can  in 
the  coming  weeks.  They’re  the  rea¬ 
son  Austin  is  never  satisfied,  not 
even  when  he  finishes  in  first  place 
and  provisionally  qualifies  for  na¬ 
tionals  like  he  did  last  weekend. 
They’re  the  reason  he  competes  so 
hard,  even  against  himself. 

For  Austin,  his  mother  and  his 
siblings  are  everything.  They’re 
the  entire  reason  he’s  here.  They’re 
why  he  wants  to  be  an  Olympian 
after  he  leaves  Northwest.  They’re 
why  he  wants  to  make  it. 

“I  want  to  set  a  big  example  for 
(my  brothers),  and  I  want  to  show 
my  mom  that  her  son  can  actually 
do  this  stuff,”  Austin  said.  “I  also 
want  to  prove  myself  right  ...  I’m 
a  fighter.  I  was  raised  in  the  proj¬ 
ects.  When  you’re  raised  in  the  en¬ 
vironment  like  that,  you’re  aggres¬ 
sive.  I’m  a  winner.  I  don’t  like  los¬ 
ing.  If  I  lose,  I’m  going  to  go  home 
and  think  about  it.  Then  I’m  going 
to  work  on  getting  better  so  I  can 
win  every  time  I  get  on  the  track.” 


BASEBALL 

CONTINUED  FROM  A12 

One  of  the  many  pitchers  facing 
a  midseason  slump  is  senior  closer 
Trevor  Dudar.  Dudar  is  the  all-time 
saves  leader  for  the  Bearcats  but 
has  recently  fallen  victim  to  con¬ 
trol  issues.  During  this  span,  Du¬ 
dar  has  blown  two  saves,  but  Loe 
only  sees  this  as  a  minor  problem, 
as  he  is  a  quality  pitcher  facing  just 
a  few  issues. 

“He’s  a  good  arm,  he’s  a  veter¬ 
an  guy,  so  he’ll  get  out  of  the  funk,” 
Loe  said.  “We’ll  be  getting  him 


back  out  there,  and  I  think  the  big¬ 
gest  thing  is  just  getting  him  back 
out  there.” 

The  Bearcats  are  hoping  to  clear 
their  minds  a  little  as  they  look  for¬ 
ward  to  this  weekend  against  the 
MIAA  leader  Central  Missouri. 
This  trip  comes  after  a  6-4  loss  to 
Washburn  April  16. 

Nevertheless,  Northwest  is 
gearing  to  get  back  on  track  after 
this  regrettable  weekend. 

“We  are  looking  forward  to 
bouncing  back  this  week,”  Gutier¬ 
rez  said.  “Getting  back  to  playing 
the  way  we  are  capable  of.” 
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Maryville  junior  Jacob  Davenport  is  helping  lead  the  boys  track  team  to  a  promising  season  with  his  success  in  the 
110-meter  hurdles. 


Maryville  track  readies 
for  postseason  push 


MADDISYN  GERHARDT 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @maddigerhardt 

Winning  is  some¬ 
thing  that  the  Maryville 
track  and  field  team  is 
accustomed  to.  With 
consistent  success  coming  from 
events  like  the  girl’s  relays  and  the 
distance  races,  the  Spoofhounds 
are  starting  to  focus  on  creating  an¬ 
other  rewarding  postseason. 

Athletes  like  seniors  Jordan  Piv- 
eral  and  Will  Mattock  have  been  key 
players  in  the  Spoofhounds’  annu¬ 
al  success. 

With  the  regular  season  drawing 
to  a  close  along  with  an  end  to  coach 
Nathan  Powell’s  reign  coming  up 
this  postseason  is  one  that  Maryville 
has  foreseen  for  years. 

“Powell  lives  up  to  a  pretty  high 
standard.  Everyone  knows  him  on  a 
very  good  level  through  school  and 
track,”  senior  javelin  thrower  Jordan 
Piveral  said.  “Replacing  him  will  be 
a  tough  job,  but  I’m  sure  they’ll  do 
their  best.” 

Powell  announced  via  Twitter 
that  once  the  school  year  is  over 
he  will  be  taking  his  talents  to 
his  alma  mater  of  Princeton  High 
School  as  the  football  and  track 
and  field  coach. 

While  at  Maryville,  Powell  is 
said  to  have  an  influence  on  both 
the  track  and  field  and  football  pro¬ 
grams  and  its  athletes.  This  impact 
is  backed  by  an  accompaniment 
of  varying  accolades  and  awards. 

“He  was  my  hurdle  and  high 


jump  coach.  I  talk  to  him  about  any 
problem,  and  he’s  very  approachable 
and  good  at  keeping  everyone  on  the 
same  page,”  junior  Molly  Renshaw 
said.  “Everyone  will  be  really  sad 
next  year  when  he’s  gone.” 

To  many  of  the  track  athletes, 
they  believe  that  he  has  improved 
the  program  tremendously  and  has 
helped  the  athletes  better  them¬ 
selves  on  a  very  competitive  high 
school  level,  and  for  some,  prepare 
for  collegiate  competitions  as  well. 

As  a  new  coach  and  team  come 
into  formation  for  the  2019-20 
school  year,  a  younger  crowd  is 
slowly  becoming  the  backbone  that 
the  Spoofhounds  need  to  create  a  de¬ 
pendable  team  to  not  only  finish  out 
this  year  but  for  many  years  to  come. 

“I  think  it’s  good  for  us  older 
people  to  just  come  in  and  be  helpful 
for  them,”  Renshaw  said.  “It’s  good 
for  them  to  come  to  us  and  ask  us 
questions  because  we  all  know  what 
they’re  going  through.  We  have  a  lot 
of  freshman  and  sophomore  girls 
that  are  doing  really  good.” 

While  many  of  the  athletes  have 
already  seen  their  own  prosperous 
postseasons  from  years  past,  a  newer 
and  younger  looking  group  is  com¬ 
ing  on  the  heels  of  their  first  lucra¬ 
tive  postseason. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  younger 
kids  that  have  shown  a  lot  of  good 
talent,  the  running  events  as  well,” 
Piveral  said. 

The  team  has  faced  many  bat¬ 
tles  this  year  with  athlete  injuries  or 
focuses  on  an  individual’s  other  re¬ 
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spected  sports. 

As  these  issues  have  taken  many 
talented  athletes  out  of  the  race  for 
a  district  or  state  title,  many  are  still 
expected  to  do  what  they  know  how 
to  do  —  win. 

“I  feel  like  Braiden  [Sells]  and 
Will  Mattock  have  done  a  really 
good  job  this  year,”  Piveral  said. 
“This  year,  we’ve  got  solid  runners 
in  the  short  distance.  Dion  Metezi- 
er,  he’s  new  and  I  feel  like  he’s  been 
doing  a  great  job.” 

With  the  end  of  the  regular  sea¬ 
son  drawing  near,  practicing  for  the 
team’s  future  runs  at  districts  and 
state  is  the  only  thing  on  the  mind 
of  these  athletes. 

“For  long  distance,  they  kind 
of  go  off  and  do  their  own  thing, 
which  obviously  somehow  works, 
but  for  us,  it’s  just  trying  to  be  con¬ 
sistent  in  each  meet,”  Renshaw  said. 
“It’s  just  continually  being  with  the 
same  people  and  working  on  hand- 
offs  and  continuing  the  same  thing 
meet  after  meet,  practice  after  prac¬ 
tice  so  we  can  get  ready  and  be  per¬ 
fect  for  postseason.” 

With  only  a  few  practices  and 
meets  left  for  the  Spoofhounds, 
each  athlete  has  their  own  expecta¬ 
tions  for  both  their  individual  and 
team  finishes. 

“The  goal  is  always  to  go  to 
state  and  perform  well,”  Renshaw 
said.  “I  think  our  boy’s  team  has  a 
really  good  chance  to  go  forward  in 
competing.  Also  for  girls,  we  have 
a  better  shot  and  hopefully  have  a 
better  showing.” 
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Maryville  baseball  fell  to  Savannah  10-0  in  the  Pony  Express  semifinals  at  Phil  Welch  Stadium  April  16. 


MADI  GLASS  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 


'Hounds  continue  midsesaon  growth 


GEORDON  GUMM 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @geordon97gumm 

Maryville  baseball 
started  the  season  with 
a  less  than  stellar  pitch¬ 
ing  performance  and  an 
offense  that  appeared  non-existent 
at  times.  With  the  regular  season 
nearing  its  end,  the  Spoofhounds 
have  managed  to  hit  their  groove 
at  an  ideal  time. 

When  the  calendar  flipped  from 
March  to  April,  something  started  to 
click  for  the  ‘Hounds  as  they  found 
themselves  performing  with  a  level 
of  consistency  they  had  yet  to  ex¬ 
perience  this  season.  The  offense 
found  its  stride  at  the  plate  allowing 
Maryville  to  win  every  game  except 
for  one  since  the  start  of  April. 

The  Spoofhounds  have  grabbed 
two  key  wins,  coming  against  St. 


Joseph-Lafayette  April  12  and 
Chillicothe  April  15.  The  game 
against  Lafayette  was  one  to  re¬ 
member  as  the  ‘Hounds  managed  to 
pull  off  a  six-run  comeback. 

Coach  Carson  Riedel  said  his 
team’s  ability  to  fight  through  was 
a  big  part  to  the  come  back. 

“I  think  it  speaks  volumes  about 
the  growth  of  the  team,”  Riedel 
said.  “The  guys  could  have  easily 
given  up  when  they  saw  the  score 
was  6-0.” 

Picking  up  a  win  over  Lafay¬ 
ette  was  big  for  the  Spoofhounds 
as  they  gained  some  much-need¬ 
ed  confidence  going  into  the  Pony 
Express  Tournament  where  they 
faced  against  Chillicothe  in  the 
first  round.  Connor  Weiss  had  some 
strong  remarks  after  the  team’s  re¬ 
markable  comeback. 


“We  did  not  give  up,  and  that  is 
what  you  want,”  Weiss  said.  “We 
are  not  a  soft  team,  so  we  had  to 
prove  that.” 

Maryville  got  off  to  a  slow 
start  as  they  did  not  get  any  of¬ 
fense  going  until  the  third  inning. 
The  Spoofhounds  were  only  down 
for  a  short  time  before  they  quick¬ 
ly  took  the  lead  from  the  Hornets. 
The  ‘Hounds  exploded  offensive¬ 
ly,  bringing  in  four  runs  in  the  third 
inning  and  taking  a  commanding 
three-run  lead  over  Chillicothe. 

Rattling  off  a  couple  of  wins  in 
this  fashion  will  prove  useful  for 
the  ‘Hounds  down  the  road.  The 
Spoofhounds  have  realized  that 
they  do  not  always  see  success 
when  seeing  a  pitcher  for  the  first 
time  at  the  plate. 

“I  have  started  to  notice  that 


the  team  as  a  whole  likes  to  get  a 
look  at  the  pitcher  before  we  try  to 
hit  him,”  Riedel  said.  “We  have  not 
really  jumped  on  anybody  right  out 
of  the  gates  before  we  get  a  look  at 
them  this  year,  which  has  become 
somewhat  of  a  trend  for  us.” 

After  beating  Chillicothe, 
Maryville  put  itself  in  a  position 
to  exact  revenge  on  Savannah  af¬ 
ter  scoring  just  three  runs  in  the 
team’s  first  two  meetings.  On  the 
other  hand,  Savannah  has  put  up 
26  runs  scoring  13  in  each  game. 

Maryville’s  sole  loss  of  April 
came  against  the  Savages  on  April 
9.  The  Spoofhounds  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  third  meeting  with  a 
chip  on  their  shoulder.  The  ‘Hounds 
will  hope  to  carry  their  recent  suc¬ 
cess  into  the  matchup  with  Savan¬ 
nah  with  whom  they  have  had  lit- 


UP  NEXT 


Benton  Tournament 

April  20 
St.  Joseph 


tie  success  against. 

“Savannah  has  been  a  tough  op¬ 
ponent  for  us  so  far  this  year,”  Rie¬ 
del  said.  “We  have  been  hot  at  the 
plate  lately,  so  hopefully  we  can 
rely  on  our  familiarity  with  them 
to  keep  the  bats  going.” 

Maryville  was  not  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  hot  streak  at  the  plate 
against  the  Savages  as  they  fell 
10-0.  The  Spoofhounds  will  have 
a  chance  to  play  for  third  place  in 
the  tournament  6:30  p.m.  April  18. 


Golf  aims  to  overcome  early  season  struggles 


JON  WALKER 

Contributing  Reporter  I  @jonnywalk25 

Maryville  boys 
golf  hasn’t  performed 
to  its  liking  so  far,  but 
it’s  looking  to  find  its 
stroke  heading  into  the  bulk  of 
tournament  play. 

The  boys  hit  the  green  yet  again 
April  1 1 ,  this  time  at  the  St.  Joseph 
Country  Club  against  the  Bish¬ 
op  LeBlond  Eagles.  The  ‘Hounds 
fared  well  against  the  Eagles  de¬ 
spite  windy  weather  conditions, 
but  it  wasn’t  enough  to  overtake 
the  conference  powerhouse  that  is 
Bishop  LeBlond. 

The  Eagles  took  the  match  with 
a  final  score  of  161-182.  LeBlond 
was  led  by  University  of  Kan¬ 
sas  golf-commit  Hank  Lierz  (39). 
The  Spoofhounds  were  led  by  ju¬ 


nior  Trent  Shell  (43),  and  freshman 
Trevin  Cunningham  (44). 

Although  Maryville’s  roster  in¬ 
cludes  six  seniors,  Cunningham  has 
come  into  a  world  of  his  own  this 
season  despite  being  a  freshman. 
Coach  Brenda  Ricks  raved  about 
how  much  he’s  meant  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  his  first  year. 

“He’s  meant  so  much  to  this 
program  already,”  Ricks  said.  “He’s 
definitely  prided  the  older  guys  to 
work  harder.  ...  As  a  freshman,  to 
be  where  he  is,  I’m  proud  of  him.” 

Cunningham  tied  for  1 5th  at  the 
Midland  Empire  Conference  Tour¬ 
nament  April  1 5  with  a  total  score 
of  98  over  the  18-hole  course. 

Maryville  had  three  golfers  join 
the  All-Conference  list,  led  by  se¬ 
nior  Connor  Durbin  (86),  Trent 
Shell  and  senior  Matthew  Madden, 


who  tied  for  ninth  with  a  score  of 
88.  The  Spoofhounds  placed  third 
as  a  team  behind  none  other  than 
Bishop  LeBlond  and  new  confer¬ 
ence  member  St.  Pius  X. 

“I  didn’t  shoot  as  well  as  I 
would’ve  liked  to,”  Cunningham 
said.  “I  think  I  could’ve  gotten 
up  there  with  the  rest  of  the  team, 
but  I  just  missed  some  funky  shots 
that  I  normally  don’t  have  a  prob¬ 
lem  with.” 

Those  missed  shots  were  attrib¬ 
uted  to  a  tough  course  played  — 
the  St.  Joseph  Country  Club.  The 
‘Hounds  have  become  accustomed 
to  that  course  as  they’ve  played 
there  twice  already,  and  still  have 
another  match  there  later  in  the  sea¬ 
son.  Ricks  knew  the  difficult  task  at 
hand  playing  on  such  an  intricate 
course  yet  again. 


“I  mean  I  think  we’re  capa¬ 
ble  of  scoring  a  lot  better  than  we 
did,”  Ricks  said.  “There  are  always 
things  we  can  improve  on  as  golfers. 
. . .  What  I  love  about  playing  there 
is  it  gives  us  great  experience  with 
course  management,  something  that 
we’re  going  to  need  for  districts.” 

Ricks  went  on  to  compare  the 
Country  Club  course  to  the  Shir- 
key  Golf  Course  in  Richmond,  Mis¬ 
souri,  that  the  Spoofhounds  will 
play  on  for  their  district  rounds. 
Fortunately  for  the  ‘Hounds,  they’ll 
have  the  chance  to  play  on  Shirkey 
in  a  match  before  the  district  tour¬ 
nament  to  get  familiar  with  it. 

Maryville  is  looking  to  lose 
strokes  as  it  gets  further  into  tour¬ 
nament  play,  but  that  will  be  put  on 
hold  for  the  time  being.  The  Spoof¬ 
hounds  will  have  another  chance  to 


UP  NEXT 


Green  Hills  Tournament 

April  18 
Chillicothe 


improve  in  a  head-to-head  match 
against  Chillicothe  April  18. 

Durbin,  who’s  used  to  play¬ 
ing  on  successful  teams  after  three 
seasons  with  the  program,  knows 
the  ceiling  that  this  team  has  go¬ 
ing  forward. 

“If  we  play  the  way  that  we  can, 
then  I  believe  we  can  make  it  to 
state  as  a  team,”  Durbin  said.  “Per¬ 
sonally,  I  think  I  should  make  it  to 
state  pretty  easily,  but  Em  confident 
that  we  can  do  it  as  a  team  too.” 
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MIAA  Standings 

MIAA  Standing: 

S 

Overall  MIAA 

Overall  MIAA 

Central  Missouri . 

. 25-11 

17-7 

Central  Oklahoma... 

. 35-3 

17-1 

Missouri  Southern . 

. 26-13 

17-7 

Missouri  Western.... 

. 30-14 

17-5 

Emporia  State . 

. 22-15 

15-9 

Washburn . 

. 22-20 

13-5 

Central  Oklahoma.... 

. 24-14 

14-10 

Central  Missouri . 

. 26-16 

10-6 

Missouri  Western . 

. 17-15 

14-10 

Northeastern  State. 

. 23-20 

11-7 

Pittsburg  State . 

. 21-17 

13-11 

Emporia  State . 

. 20-21 

10-8 

Lindenwood . 

. 20-19 

13-11 

Lindenwood . 

. 24-14 

11-11 

NORTHWEST. . 

. 17-20 

13-11 

Pittsburg  State . 

. 23-24 

11-11 

Washburn . 

. 19-17 

11-13 

Fort  Hays  State . 

. 17-18 

10-10 

Northeastern  State... 

. 11-28 

8-16 

Missouri  Southern... 

. 19-20 

10-12 

Southwest  Baptist . 

. 14-23 

7-17 

Nebraska  Kearney... 

. 15-21 

9-11 

Fort  Hays  State . 

. 3-31 

2-22 

NORTHWEST. . 

. 10-22 

5-14 

Southwest  Baptist... 

. 5-40 

2-16 

Lincoln . 

. 4-42 

1-21 
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point  in  the  season.  The  Bearcats  are  set  to  play  April  23  against  Central  Missouri  in  Maryville. 


Junior  infielder  Karli  Allen  has  started  33 


games  with  24 


hits 


at 


this 


■50* 


A/7 


Softball  takes  doubleheader  over  MIAA  rival 


TUCKER  FRANKLIN 

Assistant  Sports  Editor  I  @thereal_tuckerf 


Northwest  softball  aAAa 

was  able  to  collect  a  Cw*\J 

pair  of  wins  in  an  after-  {N- M 

noon  doubleheader  for 
the  third  time  this  sea¬ 
son  against  Southwest  Baptist  at 
Bearcat  Softball  Field  April  15. 

The  Bearcats,  wearing  green 
and  white,  swept  Southwest  Bap¬ 
tist  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bearcats, 
9-7  and  5-1. 

Game  1  followed  a  similar 
script  to  what  Northwest  had  done 
all  year.  The  ‘Cats  got  off  to  an 
early  6-0  lead  thanks  to  home  runs 
from  freshman  catcher  Ady  Watts, 
freshman  infielder  Olivia  Daugh¬ 
erty  and  back-to-back  shots  from 
sophomore  utility  Sydne  Brashear 
and  junior  infielder  Karli  Allen. 

Northwest  added  one  more  run 
to  its  lead  before  the  home  squad 
watched  its  lead  disappear  in  the 
top  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  innings. 


Southwest  Baptist  scored  one 
in  the  sixth,  and  six  in  the  seventh 
to  knot  the  score  up  7-7. 

The  tie  was  short-lived  as  ju¬ 
nior  infielder  Kaitlyn  Weis  stepped 
to  the  plate  with  senior  outfielder 
Jaedra  Moses  standing  on  second. 

Weis  then  lifted  a  pitch  over  the 
right-field  fence  to  end  the  game 
and  the  Bearcats’  eight-game  los¬ 
ing  skid. 

As  a  team,  Northwest  hit  six 
homers  in  the  first  game  of  the  set. 
That  was  good  for  the  most  home 
runs  in  a  single  game  record. 

The  previous  record  was  set 
Feb.  25,  2006,  when  the  ‘Cats 
launched  five  against  Central  Mis¬ 
souri. 

Watts  said  the  thought  didn’t 
enter  anyone’s  mind  that  the  record 
was  broken. 

“We  had  no  idea,”  Watts  said. 
“I’m  still  sure  some  of  them  do  not 
even  know  right  now,  but  I’m  sure 
they  feel  the  same  as  I  do  when  I 


say  it  feels  freaking  great.” 

In  Game  2,  Northwest  got  off 
to  a  hot  start  scoring  three  runs  in 
the  home  half  of  the  third  and  then 
two  more  during  its  next  turn  at  the 
plate  to  go  up  5-0.  Southwest  Bap¬ 
tist  scored  one  in  the  fifth  to  make 
the  score  5-1,  which  proved  to  be 
the  final. 

Sophomore  pitcher  Regan 
Thompson  threw  seven  complete 
frames,  striking  out  five  while  al¬ 
lowing  one  walk  and  one  run. 

The  outing  against  Southwest 
Baptist  was  the  third  time  Thomp¬ 
son  has  thrown  a  complete  game 
this  season. 

“I’ve  been  in  situations  this  sea¬ 
son  where  my  team  has  needed  me 
to  complete  the  game  and  was  un¬ 
able  to  perform,”  Thompson  said. 
“Yesterday  (April  15),  I  just  really 
wanted  to  finish,  and  that  was  one 
of  my  goals  going  into  it,  so  it  feels 
good  to  accomplish  that.” 

Thompson  collected  her  fifth 


win  of  the  season  as  she  moved 
to  5-10. 

Going  into  the  final  game  of  the 
series,  the  sophomore  pitcher  said 
she  had  a  feeling  her  stuff  would 
be  effective. 

“I  try  to  warm  up  at  the  same 
pace  and  same  speed  before  ev¬ 
ery  game,”  Thompson  said.  “My 
routine  doesn’t  vary  much.  Some 
teams  that  we  face  hit  movement 
better  than  others,  while  some  hit 
speed  better.  I  thought  I  had  a  good 
shot  against  their  bats  from  what  I 
saw  from  them  the  first  game.  Our 
bats  were  on  and  my  defense  had 
my  back.” 

With  the  doubleheader  wins, 
Northwest  is  undefeated  in  six 
games  at  its  home  field  and  will 
look  to  continue  that  trend  as  the 
remaining  six  games  of  the  sea¬ 
son  will  be  played  at  Bearcat  Soft- 
ball  Field. 

“It  definitely  helps  our  team’s 
confidence,”  Thompson  said. 


UP  NEXT 


Northwest  vs  Central  Missouri 

April  23 
Maryville 


“We’re  undefeated  at  home.  When 
you  practice  every  day  on  your 
home  field,  it  gives  you  a  sense 
of  comfort  knowing  every  inch  of 
the  field.” 

With  the  next  game  for  the 
‘Cats  being  April  23,  the  extended 
layoff  provides  time  for  the  team  to 
prepare  for  the  remaining  schedule 
and  push  for  the  postseason. 

“We  are  still  practicing  like  we 
have  a  game  the  next  day,”  Watts 
said.  “These  next  few  games  mean 
so  much  to  us,  and  we  will  continue 
to  put  in  the  work  in  the  cages  and 
on  the  field  just  as  before.” 
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Standout  sprinter  forges  winning  path 


m 


ANDREW  WEGLEY 

Sports  Editor  I  @andrew_wegley21 

If  there  are  two 
things,  above  all  others, 
that  should  be  known 
about  Northwest  track 
and  field  freshman 
sprinter  Omar  Austin,  they’re 
clear  and  dependent  on  one  anoth¬ 
er:  he’s  a  fighter  and  a  winner. 

Austin  always  has  been.  He’s 
always  had  to  be  a  fighter,  and  be¬ 
ing  one  is  what’s  helped  him  — 
if  not  forced  him  —  to  be  a  win¬ 
ner.  Throughout  Northwest’s  in¬ 
door  track  and  field  season,  Austin 
fought  each  week  to  win,  and  he 
was  successful  more  often  than  not. 

Austin,  who  coach  Brandon  Mas¬ 
ters  dubbed  “the  fastest  freshman  in 
the  country,”  walked  away  from  his 
first  indoor  season  with  a  handful  of 
program  records,  first  place  finishes 
and  the  NCAA  Division  II  Central 
Region  Indoor  Track  Athlete  of  the 
Year  award.  Now,  in  the  midst  of  his 
first  collegiate  outdoor  season,  Aus¬ 
tin  is  pushing  for  more. 

But  his  tenacity  and  desire  for 
greatness  predate  Austin’s  time  at 
Northwest.  He  had  both  qualities 
as  a  defensive  back  for  Blake  High 
School  in  Tampa,  Florida,  and  well 
before  that  growing  up  in  the  proj¬ 
ects  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

“The  part  of  Jersey  where  I 
grew  up,  that  was  more  of  the 
hood,”  Austin  said.  “That  was 
straight  gangs  —  it’s  called  New¬ 
ark,  New  Jersey  —  it’s  straight  vi¬ 
olence,  straight  gangs.  It’s  basical¬ 
ly  like  the  most  dangerous  part  to 
go,  like  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
cities  in  this  world.” 

The  violent  crime  rate  in  New¬ 
ark  has  been  double  the  nation¬ 
al  average  every  year  since  2008, 
according  to  city-data.com.  The 
chances  of  being  a  victim  of  vio¬ 
lent  crime  in  Newark  sit  at  1  in  1 1 0, 
while  the  average  for  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  is  just  1  in  437. 

Growing  up  in  Newark,  Austin 
said,  never  deterred  him.  Instead,  it 
pushed  him. 

“That  environment  basically 
built  me.  It  was  like  the  jungle,” 
Austin  said.  “It  turned  me  into  who 
I  am  and  made  me  a  man  early.  That 
helped  raise  me  into  the  man  who 
I  am  today.” 

Today,  Austin  is  a  workhorse 
for  Northwest  and  has  provisional¬ 
ly  qualified  for  the  Division  II  Na¬ 
tional  meet  in  the  200-meter  race, 
though  he’s  not  satisfied  with  the 
time  of  21 .27  seconds  he  posted  at 
the  David  Suenram  Gorilla  Clas¬ 


JUWAN  BUSH  |  SUBMITTED 

Freshman  sprinter  Omar  Austin  had  a  strong  performance  at  the  David  Suenram  Classic  at  Pittsburg  State  with  a  time  of  21.27  in  the  200-meter  race. 


sic  in  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  April  13. 

Austin  is  preparing  to  compete  at 
the  Bryan  Clay  Invitational  and  Multi 
in  Azusa,  California,  April  19-20. 

For  Austin,  the  prospect  of  quali¬ 
fying  for  nationals  and  competing  in 
California  over  the  weekend  is  some¬ 
what  surreal.  He  was  never  supposed 
to  be  here,  Austin  said,  and  he  credits 


his  arrival  to  his  upbringing. 

“I  look  at  all  my  people  and 
none  of  my  friends  from  back  then, 
none  of  them  really  be  doing  any¬ 
thing,”  Austin  said.  “Everybody 
in  the  hoods,  in  the  gangs:  they’re 
still  doing  that  stuff.  To  see  I  turned 
out  to  have  the  upper  hand  and  do¬ 
ing  something  different  than  I  was 


supposed  to  do,  that  makes  me  feel 
good.  I  just  keep  pushing.” 

Even  after  he  realized  he  could 
be  an  athlete  at  the  collegiate  lev¬ 
el,  Austin  never  planned  to  be  a  Di¬ 
vision  II  track  star  at  Northwest.  At 
first,  he  wanted  to  play  football.  He 
starred  as  a  defensive  back  in  Tam¬ 
pa  after  moving  there  from  Newark. 


Austin  realized  his  talents  were 
better  suited  for  track  and  field. 
Football  was  always  more  fun  for 
the  freshman,  but  he  saw  track  as 
something  of  an  outlet  to  a  brighter 
tomorrow.  He  pursued  it,  of  course, 
and  wound  up  where  he  is  now. 

SEE  AUSTIN  I  A9 
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Northwest  baseball  has  a  team  ERA  of  6.76  this  season,  contributing  to  its 
17-19  record  on  the  year  and  its  five  game  losing  streak. 


Pitching  falters 
baseball  throuqh 


recent  stretch 
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Northwest  baseball  went 
from  striding  to  struggling  as  re¬ 
cent  pitching  struggles 
led  to  a  Missouri  West¬ 
ern  sweep. 

The  Bearcats  are 
a  week  and  a  half  out 
from  winning  six  of 
their  last  six  March  31 -April  7, 
but  due  to  a  lack  of  pitching  depth, 
they  have  lost  their  last  five. 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  the 
Bearcats  (17-20,  13-11  MIAA) 
were  on  a  tear  sweeping  Washburn 
and  Fort  Hays.  All  features  of  the 
game  were  working  in  their  favor, 
but  as  they  went  down  to  St.  Jo¬ 
seph  everything  proved  to  work 
the  opposite  way. 

Going  into  the  Missouri  West¬ 
ern  series,  Northwest  was  heating 
up,  but  right  as  they  headed  south, 
they  hit  a  standstill.  The  Griffons 
(17-15,  14-10  MIAA)  swept  the 
Bearcats  with  ease  as  they  out- 
scored  the  Bearcats  36-19  in  the 
three-game  set. 

“Missouri  Western  played  very 
well  this  past  weekend,  they  were 
able  to  compete  and  put  togeth¬ 
er  some  good  comebacks  late  in 
the  game,”  senior  second  base- 
man  Mondesi  Gutierrez  said.  “We 
just  need  to  focus  on  our  prepara¬ 
tion  and  getting  ourselves  ready  to 
compete  every  pitch.” 

Pitching  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  seven-game  stretch  became  a 
strong  suit  and  then  progressive¬ 
ly  became  a  liability  against  Mis¬ 
souri  Western.  Relief  pitching  was 


UP  NEXT 


Northwest  @  Central  Missouri 

April  18-20 
Warrensburg 


the  main  culprit  of  the  weekend  as 
the  bullpen  allowed  22  of  the  36 
runs  to  cross  the  plate. 

One  of  the  issues  that  exist  for 
the  pitching  staff  is  allowing  big 
innings  compared  to  sparse  scor¬ 
ing  of  the  other  team.  Coach  Da¬ 
rin  Loe  knows  this  issue  and  wants 
to  continue  to  get  that  problem  out 
of  the  way. 

“The  biggest  thing  is  just  try¬ 
ing  to  minimize  big  innings.  Right 
now,  for  whatever  reason,  we  have 
something  bad  happen...  and  it 
just  snowballs  on  us,”  Loe  said.  “I 
think  we  gave  up  a  six-run  inning 
and  an  eight-run  inning  at  Mis¬ 
souri  Western,  then  at  the  very  end 
of  the  weekend,  we  give  up  two  in 
each  of  those,  we  are  2-1  on  the 
weekend.” 

For  the  Bearcats,  they  estab¬ 
lished  a  need  for  a  mental  edge 
that  some  of  the  pitchers  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  find. 

“The  difficult  problem  is,  right 
now  you  are  constantly  playing 
games  with  implications  on  the 
line  that’s  why  we  really  try  to 
focus  on  the  process,”  Loe  said. 
“Getting  wins  and  loses  out  of 
our  head  and  focus  on  executing 
our  pitches.” 

SEE  BASEBALL  I  A9 
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Northwest  alumna  hired  as 
Maryville  volleyball  coach 

Former  Northwest  vol¬ 
leyball  standout  Miranda 
Foster  has  been  selected  as 
the  next  head  coach  of  the 
Maryville  volleyball  team. 

The  Maryville  R-II 
School  District  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  approved  the  hiring 
of  the  three-time  second- 
team  all-MIAA  performer  at 
its  April  15  meeting. 

Foster  was  an  outside 
hitter  for  the  Bearcats  from 
2013-16.  She  surpassed  both 
1 ,000  digs  and  1 ,000  kills  in 
her  career.  She  served  as  a 
graduate  assistant  for  coach 
Amy  Woerth’s  squad  during 
the  2018  season. 

She  takes  over  for  coach 
Marissa  Felt,  who  led  the 
Spoofhounds  for  two  sea¬ 
sons.  Maryville  fell  in  the 
Class  3  District  16  semifi¬ 
nals  in  both  years. 

Sophomores  Serena 
Sundell  and  Morgan  Stoeck- 
lein  received  first-team  All- 
Midland  Empire  Conference 
honors  following  the  2018 
season. 

Senior  Vanessa  Klotz, 
junior  Josie  Pitts  and  sopho¬ 
mores  Kelsey  Scott  and  Ma- 
cy  Loe  were  honorable  men¬ 
tion  selections. 

According  to  the  Board 
of  Education  minutes,  Fos¬ 
ter  will  also  serve  as  a  high 
school  physical  education 
teacher. 

A  schedule  posted 
on  MSHSAA.org  slates 
Maryville  to  meet  East  Bu¬ 
chanan,  Mid  Buchanan, 
South  Harrison  and  Platts- 
burg  in  non  Midland  Empire 
Conference  competition. 

The  schedule  also  in¬ 
cludes  participation  in  the 
Bishop  LeBlond  Invitation¬ 
al  in  St.  Joseph  beginning 
Oct.  5. 


